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“Saving Rural America”

“WCSHC Takin’ it To The Streets in 2014” 

Jasper County 1st SRAC

The voices of rural Americans yarned 
for assistance from USDA, extension, 
community-based organizations and local 
governments on Saturday February 8, 2014 
at Paulding Fire Station in Paulding, MS. 
Participants traveled over hills of Heidelberg 
and through vast hollows of Vossburg to hear 
stories of hope with possibilities of restoring 
prosperity in rural communities. Wayne 
County Self Help Organization (WCSHO) 
and Winston County Self Help cooperative 
(WCSHC) worked cooperatively with Jasper 
County Supervisors, community leaders 
and others to host Jasper County’s First 
Saving Rural America Conference. Rodney 
Pickens, President of WCSHO said, “We are 
seeking to expand our membership into 
adjacent counties and, today presents an 

entrance way to highlight our relationship 
with service providers and demonstrate 
benefits of maintaining membership with 
a community-based organization. Pickens 
continued by stating small farmers and 
landowners used their natural resources to 
spawn income, and sometimes individuals 
need assistance in developing successful 
farm entities, therefore, WCSHO serves as 
a mentor for these individuals to avoid 
costly mistakes”. Additionally, WCSHO 
operates as liaison between farmers and 
landowners in obtaining services through 
USDA & extension. Calvin Triplett, farmer 
from Heidelberg, MS said, “My family finally 
received financial assistance through Natural 
Resources Conservation Service in 2013 after 
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Allen McReynolds of Winston County Self 
Help Cooperative (2501) assisted our family. 
We applied for financial assistance over a 
span of 20 years without success; however, 
after attending an outreach meeting in 2012, 
Allen assured me of qualifying for services in 
the upcoming year. Allen visited our family 
farm on numerous occasions and discussed 
farm plans at length. He analyzed our 
livestock operation and prioritizes services 
needed to achieve sustainability. This process 
prepared us for a visit with NRCS’ personnel 
to cultivate our conservation plan and with 
patience and technical assistance NRCS 
approved our conservation needs through 
(EQIP) Environmental Quality Incentive 
Program. I am encouraging my friends and 
family members here in southeast, MS to 
attend meetings and learn about availability 
of services to generate income from their 
natural resources. Finally, you should join 
Wayne County Self Help Organization or 
Winston County Self Help Cooperative to 
advocate for your community needs to help 
strengthen families”.

Jasper County’s First Saving Rural America 
Conference started @ 7:30a.m with prayer 
and welcomes by Rodney Pickens, County 
Supervisors Curtis Gray & Sandy Stephen. 
Patrick Busby program facilitator (WCSHO) 
treasurer peppered conference attendees 
with financial tips which raised tenors of 
other presenters. Joe Doss, Fire wise Program, 
Mississippi Forestry Commission, emphasized 

individuals should consider prevention 
methods if they are planning to build a 
home within rural interface. Bill Kitchings, 
Public Outreach Forester of MFC translated 
objectives in managing your forestland with 
management or stewardship plans. Davis 
Miller, Rural Development, Area Specialist 
voiced Rural Housing Program with sizeable 
interest placed 504 loans (1 percent interest) 
and elderly grants (62 year old or older). 
Individual needs a credit score 640; however, 
Rural Development would consider lower 
scores under certain conditions. Kevin Brown, 
USDA Farm Loan Specialist indicated you can 
obtain loans to purchase a farm, equipment, 
cattle and other necessities. Currently farm 
ownership funds are limited; nevertheless, 
capita is available for operating loans. Corey 
Ware, Jasper County Soil Conservationist, 
NRCS elaborated on program eligibility and 
requirements to qualify for services. Ware 
implored attendees to participate in County’s 
Local Work Group Meetings to prioritize 
resource concerns. Perry Brumfield, National 
Network of Forest Practitioners, verbalized 
of managing your forestland as a business. 
You should equip your knowledge base 
with relevant information to make critical 
decisions to benefit your forestland and 
family. Thomas Brewer, MSU, Jefferson Davis 
County Extension Director, articulated on 
Managing Heirs Property. This presentation 
drew numerous questions about power 
of attorney, legal representation, how to 
divide property and a bonanza of families’ 
disputes about Succession Planning. Felicia 

Bell-Agricultural Specialist National Center 
for Appropriate Technology distributed 
literature highlighting methods of 
controlling invasive species. Rachae Martin, 
ASU Business Management Training Officer, 
thrashed out ASU’s Mississippi Small & 
Agribusiness Center interest free Farm Loans 
and process of qualifying. Clarence Palmer of 
Neighborhood Insurance Service dissected 
how to obtain insurance coverage through 
Mississippi’s Health Exchange. Mississippi’s 
Health Exchange consists of two companies 
Magnolia and Humana. Wilson Murray, NRCS 
Outreach Specialist unequivocally said our 
agency is here to serve individuals, families 
and others with conservation needs. NRCS’ 
goal is to protect air, water, and soils and 
allow our next generation of citizens to enjoy 
Mother Nature’s fruits. We have offices in most 
counties, therefore, our State Conservationist 
Kurt Readus wants you to visit your local 
NRCS Office and learn about conservation 
practices. Frank Taylor (WCSHC) stressed 
individuals should secure membership with a 
Community-Based Organization to promote 
change from within Rural Communities, and 
help develop tomorrow’s leaders. Fenton 
Pope of Covington County Self Help Project 
extended an invitation to participate in their 
3rd SRAC Saturday Feb 15, 7a.m-2:30p.m at 
Extension Building 68 Industrial Park, Collins, 
MS. Supervisor Curtis Gray offered blessings 
for a delicious meal prepared by Carters, 
McDonalds, and Horns. We convey a hefty 
thanks to WCSHCO members for creating a 
successful Saving Rural America Conference.
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