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“A Team Committed to Help Save Rural America”
        

 Winston County Self Help Cooperative’s 
2013 Yearly Report 

WCSHC HISTORY:

Winston County Self Help Cooperative organized in 

1985 with four founding members actives today:  Mary 

Hannah, Bobby Hardin, Omerio, and Dee Dotson.  WCSHC 

helps small farmers purchase and sell in bulk with a goal 

of creating sustainability in rural communities. Co-op 

membership consists of eighty (80) members, averages 

ages 52 (46 males and 34 females).

On behalf of Winston County Self Help Cooperative we 

would like to thank all team members for your work to 

help create a cohesive team unit. Because of your efforts 

in 2013 our organization is recognized nationwide.  We 

extend our gratitude to you and look forward to 2014’s 

work-plan. We would also like to thank our collaborators, 

partners and friends for contributing to WCSHC success.
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WCSHC’s 2013 Reflections:
Winston County Self Help Cooperative steely 
determination accrued a successful calendar year with 
numerous events and accolades. WCSHC’s Mantra of 
“Helping Save Rural America” motivated members to stay 
engaged throughout 2013.   WCSHC fiscal year started 
on December 27, 2012 with a superb, kick-off meeting 
with thirty three (33) members in attendant.  The theme, 
“Right Here Right Now” enabled members to achieved 65 
percent of its goals by March 31, 2013.  

• The cooperative conducted sixteen (17) official 
business sessions for its members and other program 
participants. These sessions provides important 
information on cooperative and leadership 
development, Grant writing, the empowering of rural 
communities and the County committee election 
process. State and County Officials participated in 
numerous sessions. Approximately thirty eight (38) 
cooperative members and other program participants 
were in attendance for each session. WCSHC Business 
Sessions occurred on members’ farms, extension office, 
coliseum, and local eateries. The evening sessions 
started @ 3:50 p.m. & Saturday morning sessions 6:50 
a.m.

• Based on surveys taken the cooperative impacted 
over two thousand one hundred and ten (2110) 
individuals in 2013.The cooperative’s commitment to 
“Help Save Rural America” carried forth strength and 
courage to make a difference in where we live and 
work. 

• Twelve (12) members visited the Mississippi State 
Capital on January 6, 2013 and informed legislators of 
economic needs in rural communities. Members met 
with senate chairwoman of agriculture and sounded 
the alarm on transportation, health care and public 
schools funding.     

• Mississippi leads the nation in home fire fatalities. 
WCSHC sponsored two (2) fire safety workshops and 
donated over twenty two (22) smoke detectors to 
needy families. 

_______________________________________________
Continued on page 5
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_______________________________________________
Continued from page 4

• Heifer International Staff visited WCSHC on April 
3, 2013 in Louisville, MS. HPI funded WCSHC in 2001 
under the leadership of Roger Jones. WCSHC Heifer 
Project continues delivering heifers to help other 
families to start their cattle operations. WCSHC passed 
on thirteen (13) bred heifers between three (3) families 
in 2013. Members sold one hundred and fifty (150) 
heads of cattle. Purchase five (5) nanny goats for one 
family. 

• WCSHC celebrated Mississippians Leadership 
Reunion on June 25, 2013 in Pearl, MS. This reunion 
included graduates of the Small Farmers Leadership 
Institute.

• WCSHC conducted one (1) canning workshops. 
Participants learned methods of preserving fresh 
vegetables and recipes for home-made jellies.

• Forty three (43) individuals including WCSHC 
members and associated group members received 
cost share assistance through Natural Resources 
Conservation Service’ Small Farmers Initiative for 
fertilization, alternative water sources and pest control, 
cross fence and other services. 

• WCSHC sponsored six (6) computer trainings which 
benefited several individuals with job promotions and 
connected members with current commodity prices 
and USDA’s Programs. 

• Twenty one (21) individuals received farm, operating 
and youth loans.

• WCSHC Walking in Wellness Program generated 
enthusiasm and hopefulness towards a healthier 
Winston County through weekly walks.

• WCSHC 2013 Mother Day celebration on May 7, 2013 
at the Harrington Restaurant at 606 West Main Street 
in Louisville, MS.

• WCSHC Honored founding members Mary Hannah, 
Bobby Hardin, Dee & Omerio Dotson on August 5, 
2013 with certificates for more than twenty eight (28) 
years of faith service. 
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WINSTON COUNTY SELF HELP COOPERATIVE 
FIELD TRIPS 2013

• January 11, 2013 “Meet the Buyer” Birmingham Alabama, 
five (5) members attended.
• January 24, 2013 Peer Exchange meeting Alcorn State 
University’s Extension, eleven (11) members attended the 
event.
• March 11 2013 2nd SRAC in Amite, LA, fourteen (14) 
members attended the conference.
• March 25-27, 2013 	 Alcorn State University’s Small 
Farmer conference, six (6) members attended the 
conference.
• April 6, 2013 Women Field Day in Silver Creek, MS, six (6) 
members attended the field day.
• June 10, 2013 Helena Parish Field Day, twelve (12) 
members participated in this event.
• August 15, 2013 Federation of Southern Cooperative 
Annual Meeting in Epes, AL, seven (7) members was in 
attendant.
• September 15-18, 2013 2nd Annual Goat Conference in 
Greensboro, NC, five (5) members attended.
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WINSTON COUNTY SELF HELP YOUTH GROUP 2013
 

• WCSHC conducted eighty seven (87) Reading and 
Tutoring Programs to seven hundred and sixteen 
(716) youth.
• WCSHC held one (1) Youth Conference one hundred 
and thirty (130) Youth were in attendance.
• WCSHC conducted a 4H Leaders Training for eight 
(8) youth.
• WCSH Youth Group sponsored five (5) Community 
Service Projects:

-Two (2) community clean up Days and nine (9) 
individuals participated
-One (1) relay for Life Event and twelve (12) 
individuals participated
-One (1) youth Leader participated in Red Hills 
Festival
-Five (5) youth participated in planting a 
Community Garden
-Five (5) youth participated in a Family Matters 
Seminar

• WCSH Youth Group Volunteered at Louisville Head 
start and fifty two (52) youth participated.
• WCSH Youth Group attended a Growing Girls Seminar 
and thirty two (3) youth participated.
• WCSH Youth Group participated in Kids Intellectual 
Academy Camp and fifty six (56) youth attended.
• WCSHC held a Child Evangelism Workshop seventeen 
(17) youth participated.
• WCSH Youth Group sponsored five (5) kids in the 
kitchen workshops. They learned kitchen safety, 
etiquette, making healthy food choices, canning 
techniques and teamwork.
• WCSH Youth Group participated in N-Fusion Child 
Growth and Development Classes and nineteen (19) 
youth participated.
• WCSHC conducted a GED Volunteer Program and 
ten (10) individuals attended. WCSHC sponsored one 
(1) Science Camp and twelve (12) youth participated.
• Greensboro Youth Group Greensboro Day on April 6, 
2013 in Greensboro, MS. This day of jubilation included 
a parade, fun and games storytelling, arts and crafts 
and good food.
• WCSH Youth Group sponsored two (2) fire safety 
workshops. Members learned fundamental of fire 

escape plan and how to identify hazardous material 
that causes home fires.
• WCSH Youth Group sponsored four (4) forestry 
workshops. Participants learned trees and leaf 
identification methods and how to develop a 
relationship with Mother Earth’s natural resources.
• WCSH Youth Group conducted nine (9) nutritional 
workshops to teach importance of planning nutritious 
meals for adults of all ages. Workshops promoted eating 
healthy, reducing obesity and chronic diseases.
• WCSH Youth Group planted spring and fall gardens 
and donated over $5000.00 of fresh vegetables to 
needy families and senior citizens. 
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Greensboro Youth Group’s 2013 Milestones

Meeting & (Indicate
Type of Meeting)

Attendees Date Location

Youth Appreciation Meeting 19 December 23, 2012
546 Davie Road

Louisville, MS

Education(1) School rating (2) 
Charter School (3) Governor Bryant 

Educational Agenda
27 January 11, 2013

Winston County Extension Office 
Louisville, MS

Martin Luther King Parade and 
Program

6 January 19, 2013
Louisville / Union Chapel Church 

Louisville, MS

1) Manners (2) Drugs (3) Who Am I 
(4) Alcohol and (5) Bullying

17 February 15, 2013 Eiland Residence Louisville, MS

Public Speaking. Topics (1) Move-
ment (2) Gestures (3) Facial Expres-

sions (4) Eye Contact
17 February 16, 2013

546 Davie Road
Louisville, MS

Building self-esteem in young 
adults, (2) positive thinking, and (3) 

Health and Nutrition.  
20 March 9, 2013

546 Davie Road
Louisville, MS

Organized activities for
Greensboro Day

8 March 9, 2013
1973 Greensboro Road

Louisville, MS

Topics: (1) Working together, (2) 
mentoring, and (3) Activities for 

Greensboro Day
18 March 15, 2013

1973 Greensboro Road
Louisville, MS 

Lowe’s Kids Build and Grow Project 4 March 23, 2013
Lowe’s, Starkville, MS

Greensboro Day Celebration 125 April 6, 2103
1973 Greensboro Road

Louisville, MS

Planted Youth Garden 5 April 13, 2013 546 Davie Road Louisville, MS

Developing Leadership Skills in 
Children

31 April 26, 2103
1973 Greensboro Road

Louisville, MS  

Safe Driving/ Reading and Listening 26 May 10, 2013
1973 Greensboro Road

Louisville, MS

Youth End of School Year/
Graduation Cookout – Summer 

Activities Discussion
54 May 18, 2013

1973 Greensboro Road
Louisville, MS
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Greensboro Youth Group’s 2013 Milestones (Continued)

Meeting & (Indicate
Type of Meeting)

Attendees Date Location

Interpersonal Skills/ Social Skills/
Reading Short Stories

22 June 21, 2013
Winston County Extension Office 

Louisville, MS

Essay Writing/Reading Comprehen-
sion/Sack and Relay Races/ Active 

Listening Games
25 June 23, 2013

1973 Greensboro Road
Louisville, MS

A Person of Character – Six Pillars of 
Character – Part I

21 July 8, 2013
Winston County Extension Office 

Louisville, MS

A Person of Character – Six Pillars of 
Character – Part II

16 July 11, 2013
Winston County Extension Office 

Louisville, MS

NAACP Back-to-School Rally 13 July 20, 2013 Dean Park, Louisville, Ms

Youth Financial Management Class/ 
Meeting on Taking Time to Help 

Others
11 July 22, 2013

Winston County Extension Office 
and Miller Avenue

Public Speaking / Speech Topics 21 August 1, 2013
1973 Greensboro Road

Louisville, MS

Planning Meeting/Youth Topics for 
Speeches and Youth Events

11 August 19, 2013
1973 Greensboro Road

Louisville, MS

Bullying/School Progress 24 August 24, 2013
546 Davie Road

Louisville, MS

Choctaw Choctaw Choctaw Choctaw

Avoiding Violence 26 September 15, 2013
546 Davie Road

Louisville, MS

Picnic at Choctaw Lake 30 September 28, 2013
Choctaw Lake,
Ackerman, MS

Charter and Self-Control Techniques 23 October 11, 2013
1973 Greensboro Road

Louisville, MS

Haunted House
(The Raven Rest Asylum)

Highpoint Fire Department 
Fundraiser

9 October 31, 2013
Highpoint Community

Louisville, MS

Respecting Others / Words Choices  
Words Kill

25 November 2, 2013
Winston County Extension Office 

Louisville, MS
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USDA PROGRAM AWARENESS EFFORTS

There were several methods that the WCSHC use to 
promote USDA and others programs. The most effective 
were conferences, rallies, quarterly newsletters, brochures, 
promotional flyers, weekly radio talk shows and WCSHC 
website.

WCSHC conducted four (4) Saving Rural America and 
Youth Conferences. 2013’s Conferences Theme “Building 
Healthy Communities through Health Foods generated 
hope in rural America”. The purpose of conferences 
provided an atmosphere of learning, networking and 
strengthening families’ values. The first conference was 
held on February 2, 2013 at 4C’s Activity Center Tylertown 
MS with fifty five (55) small farmers/ranchers and other 
constituent’s attended. The second conference was held 
on February 9, 2013 at the Multi – Purpose Building in 
Collins, MS. Approximately eighty (80) small farmers/
ranchers in attendance. Wayne County Conference was 
held on February 16, 2013 at Wayne County Vocational 
Center the conference drew eighty five (85) participants. 
WCSHC 6th SRAC was held on February 23 & 24, 2013 
at the Louisville Coliseum in Louisville, MS. The WCSHC 
closed conference season with two hundred and forty 
(240) small farmers/ranchers, USDA and Extension staff.

WCSHC staff conducted one (1) Save Rural America Rally. 
The purpose of   rally   to engage farmers, consumers, 
service providers, stake holders, extension and other 
continents to raise awareness of team work and to 
disseminate credible information. The rally took place on 
March 11, 2013 in Amite La. Approximately one hundred 
and four (104) small farmers/ranchers, USDA Officials, 
state and local officials, extension personnel’s, consumers 
and others attended.

WCSHC hosted thirteen (13) live talk radio programs. 
These radio talk shows allowed USDA Officials, Extension 
and non-profit organizations personnel to dialogue on 
issues affecting landowners, farmers/ranchers and natural 
resources enthusiasts.   WCSHC’s radio program has a listen 
audience of twenty four thousand five hundred (24,500) 
targeted in the southeastern states with exponentially 
growth throughout the United States.

Visit us online every Monday at 6:00 pm CST @ www.
blogtalkradio.com/savingruralamerica or call 323-580-
5735 to speak to the host.

Perry County USDA’s Meeting

WCSHC members provide local produce for Winston County,

Continued from pg. 5

WCSHC members provide local,Continued on pg. 7

By Frank Taylor

capacity of manager, says that 35 to 
40% of the producers selling their 
goods at the market were WCSHC 
members.  She thought the turnout 
was very impressive.  “The project 
actually exceeded my expectations”, 
Jean commented.  She gives credit 
to the producers, the consumers, 
and big kudos to the volunteers 
that help make this year’s market a 
success.  Jean Harper advised that 
the Market will close in December, 
but will reopen in the spring of 
2014.  She is predicting that next 
year’s participation will exceed this 
year’s, from the perspective of both 
producer and consumer. Honored that he was asked to 

participate in the restructure of 
Winston County’s Farmers’ Market, 
WCSHC member Shelton Cooper 
felt that he was up for the challenge.  
Shelton was born and raised in 
Winston County and grew up on a 
farm; therefore he is no stranger to 
farming.  A man in his mid fifties, 
he says, “I’ve been farming all my 
life.”   This is certainly not Shelton’s 
first time to participate in a Farmers’ 
Market, however, this time he 
was better prepared and now has 
more time to dedicate to farming.  
Through the years, Shelton has 
gained more experience and pretty 
much improved his farming skills.  
He describes this year’s experience 
as “Very Interesting.” “There was 
more Black participation than in 
prior years as well as more of a 
variety of products being offered, 
such as arts and crafts. I saw a lot 
of familiar faces, but I also met a 
lot of new people,” says Shelton. 
There are rumors that the Winston 
County Farmers’ Market may 
expand to year round.  If that is the 
case, Shelton plans to participate 
if his crops come in as planned.  
This season, he offered peppers, 
squash, okra, and melons. This 
year’s drought prohibited the crop 
production he had expected, but 
next spring, Shelton is hoping for a 
better yield.Bobby Hardin is another 

WCSHC member who brought his 
fresh produce to the Market to sell.  
Red and Green tomatoes, Jalapeño 
peppers, Cayenne peppers, and Egg 
Plants were all heavy hitters with 
the customers.  He was the only 
producer to offer egg plant.  Like 
Shelton, Bobby also has a lifelong 
experience in farming. He feels 
that the Farmers’ Market is good 
for the Small Farmer as well as the 
community and would like to see it 
expand to at least 2 days per week.  
In the past, Bobby has helped 
many families in need by giving 
them fresh produce, but still some 
went to waste. Bobby feels the 
Farmers’ Market will not only help 
to eliminate the waste, but it is also 

a vehicle to get fresh locally grown 
produce into the homes and on the 
tables of more families within the 
Winston County communities.  This 
was Bobby’s first time to participate 
in a Farmers’ Market and he felt that 
it was a good idea, overall. My husband Alonzo and I 

also participated in the Market.  
Farming is his passion.  He felt 
the experience was good both 
economically and socially.   “I 
was glad to be able to provide 
healthy food for the community,” 
he commented.  When asked what 
the highlight of his experience was, 
he replied: “I guess I would have to 
say, the repeat customers.  Knowing 
that people appreciated our produce 
and wanted it enough to return 
each week was really big.”  He is 
hoping that the Farmers’ Market 
will expand and says that it is an 
excellent outlet for our products.

 As for me, a newcomer to 
farming, “it gives me a sense of 
pride to know that I am supplying 
quality, home grown produce to the 
local community and participating 
in the effort to encourage families 
of Winston County to adopt 
healthier eating lifestyles.”  The 
state of Mississippi is among the top 
ranked when it comes to obesity in 
the United States.  We all know that 
the culprit here is lack of exercise 
in addition to what we are putting 
into our bodies.  We live in a “right 
now” society where fast food has 
become the biggest supporter of 
our daily intake of food, especially 
among our children.  A number of 
young mothers prefer spending as 
less time in the kitchen as possible.  
And to them, cooking a healthy 
meal for their families requires too 
much of their time and attention. 
I would have agreed with this if 
I were still buying my produce 
out of the grocery stores.  Since 
growing my own vegetables, I’ve 
discovered that the preparation 
time is reduced by more than half 
because I don’t have to break down 
the preservatives and chemicals 
sometimes used for protection 
during shipping or to prolong the 
shelf life of the food.  For example, 
when I lived in the “Big City” it 
took at least 2 hours to prepare a 
pot of greens.  Even then, I never 
obtained the level of tenderness that 
I now experience with fresh locally 
grown greens.  Fifteen, twenty 
minutes at the most, my greens are 
ready to eat and enjoy.  My fresh 
greens are really fresh and did not 
have to travel 500 to 1000 miles to 
get to a neighborhood store. It just feels good to know that 

families are eating healthier and 

As traffic moved east and west on 
U. S. Highway 98 in New Augusta, 
MS…farmers started gathering 
at Perry Central High School for 
an informative USDA’s Outreach 
Meeting on April 1, 2013. Winston 
County Self Help Cooperative and 
Perry County Self Help Group 
worked jointly in assembling 35 
landowners from Perry and Forrest 
Counties with common goals of 
learning how to navigate USDA 
Programs and become effective 
manager of their Natural Resources. 
Frederick (Skip) Jackson and 
other Local Farmers asked a 
barrage of questions concerning of 
services offered through Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
Farm Service Agency and Rural 
Development. “We need immediate 
assistance with grazing, irrigation, 
tree planting, invasive species 
and operating loans. Farming 

and forestry provides subsistence 
incomes for most families in the 
Pine Belt to help defray unexpected 
incidents and emergences.  
Therefore, we convened here 
today to quiz our local USDA 
and Extension Personnel for 
possible results to help our farmers 
move forward in 2013 Cropping 
Season.  Rachae Martin, ASU 
Business Management Training 
Officer highlighted the need for 
Record Keeping practices to help 
determine the means of operating. 
Ken Barron, USDA Farm Service 
Agency, Perry County CED said 
farmers should participate in the 
County Committee Election and 
nomination period starts on June 
17, 2013. County Committee 
meets on average 4-5 times per 
year. County Committee creates 
and develops polices for hiring 
local office personnel and setting 
disaster payments. Clint Bulter, 
Farm Loan Program, Farm 

Service Agency elaborated on the 
new and less cumbersome micro 
loan. You can borrow up $35,000 
for to purchase livestock, Farm 
Equipment or planting purposes. 
Loan application consisted of 
less than six pages to complete 
and you will receive notification 
within three weeks.  Paul Caves, 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Perry County District 
Conservationist emphasized 
several new programs for Small 
Landowners including the Small 
Ruminant’s Sign-Up which ends on 
Friday April 19, 2013. Wesley Kerr, 
NRCS, Area 3 Conservationist 
reiterated NRCS’ mantra of helping 
people to help the land. We provide 
Financial Assistance to landowners 
and farmers by a ranking system 
based on needs of practices. Visit 
your local office of United States 
Department of Agriculture for more 
information and join the effort to 
help save Rural America.

HEALTH HELP PRESENTS TO WINSTON 

COUNTY SELF HELP COOPERATIVE

Health Help Mississippi, a Non-
profit Organization, was honored to 
be a Guest Speaker for the Winston 
County Self Help Cooperative 
(WCSHC) June Meeting. “It was 
very enlightening to observe the 
organization’s enthusiasm and 
interaction with their members” 
said Lateshia Butler. Program 
Manager for the Starkville Office 
of Health Help Mississippi. Butler 
also stated that WCSHC’s purpose 
of helping and providing services 
to its members, the community, and 
other Small Farmers have created 
sustainability with the Rural 

Communities through WCSHC’s 
service area.Health Help Mississippi took 

the opportunity to educate the 
attendees about is services. Those 
services include, educating and 
assisting Mississippians on their 
Health Coverage options, whether 
they be public or private Health 
Care Services. Additionally, Health 
Help Mississippi can work with 
Mississippians as they navigate the 
new benefits of the Affordable Care 
Act. Also, Health Help Counselors 
can help eligible consumers keep 
up-to-date on the latest Medicaid/

CHIP information, understand 
their rights and responsibilities as 
a beneficiary, assist in consumer 
appeals (Medicaid/CHIP)/Private 
Insurance), Private Insurance 
assistance (i.e. coverage for children 
w/pre-existing conditions, coverage 
for children up to age 26 and 
enrollment in MS Comprehensive 
Health Insurance Risk Pool plan.

Health Help Mississippi looks 
forward to working with WCSHC 
to ensure that their health plans. 
Like WCSHC, Health Help is 
dedicated to helping and providing 
services to all Mississippians. In 
addition to serving Winston County, 
Health Help Mississippi-Starkville 
Office also serve Oktibbeha, Clay, 
Lowndes, Montgomery, Webster, 
Choctaw, Attala, Noxubee, Leake, 
Neshoba, Kemper, Lauderdale, 
Clarke, Jasper, Smith, Scott and 
Newton Counties. If you or your 
family has questions about Health 
Help Mississippi Free Services, 
our office can be reached at 662-
615-6060, toll free at 1-877-314-
3843, or at our website www.
healthhelpms.org
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WINSTON COUNTY SELF HELP COOPERATIVE 
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THE SAVING RURAL AMERICA
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CONNECT WITH US

The Host of the Saving Rural America Talk Radio Show is WCSHC Team LeaderFrank Taylor the “Voice of Rural America”

Call in number to speak with the host (323) 580-5735Find past and up coming shows at:http://www.blogtalkradio.
com/savingruralamerica

W inston County Self Help Cooperative will 
celebrate its 6th Saving Rural America 

Conference on Friday February 22, & 

Saturday February 23, 2013 at the Louisville Coliseum 

201 Ivy Avenue Louisville, MS. This year’s conference is 

focus driven to engage students from pre-k through 

seniors in high school. We want to identify and 

connect tomorrow’s leaders with today’s farmers to 

strengthen our rural communities and preserve our 

family legacies according to Jean Harper WCSHC 

Youth Leaders. We will present numerous fun activities 

for pre-k through 4th grade and advanced workshops 

for other students. Therefore, we are extending an 

invitation to participate in person or listen in on the 

live broadcast on Saturday. This is your opportunity 

to help save rural America and change Mississippi 

Agriculture in 2013.



Winston County Self Help Cooperative’s  2013 Yearly Report 	 	 	 	 	 	 	          11

SMALLFARMERS/RANCHERS OUTREACH EFFORTS

Twenty three (23) training and educational workshops 
were conducted during 2013 which includes forestry 
production, hoop house production training, crop and 
livestock production, marketing of alternative crops, 
credit counseling, estate planning, whole farm planning, 
food safety, canning and preserving.  Approximately seven 
hundred and fifty seven (757) small farmers/ ranchers 
were in attendance.

Twenty five (25) USDA Programs Awareness Workshops 
were conducted. These workshops informed small 
farmers/ranchers of USDA Programs availability as well as 
other programs offered on the federal, state and county 
levels.   Our program staff worked closely with Natural 
Resource Conservation Service, Farm Service Agency, 
Rural Development, Land grant University’s and other 
partners to conduct these informational workshops. 
Natural Resource Conservation Service discussed financial 
assistance, livestock management, small ruminants and 
Specialty Crop Initiatives. Farm Service Agency discussed 
the new Micro-Loan Program and other lending resources. 
Rural Development discussed their housing loans and 
grants. The majority of these workshops were held on 
small farmers /ranchers farms. Approximately six hundred 
and twenty four (624) small farmers/ ranchers and public 
citizens were in attendance.
 
Winston & Kemper Outreach Meeting and Field Day
Saturday, March 23, 2013 7:30 am
Cross Building 
121 Cross Road
Scooba, MS 39358
(24 attendees)

Winston Outreach Meeting and Field Day
Thursday, March 28, 2013 5:00 pm
Frank Taylor’s Tree Farm 
48 New Zion Road Louisville, MS 39339
(24 attendees)

Perry County Outreach Meeting
Monday, April 1, 2013 5:00 pm
Perry Central High School
9899 Hwy 98 East New Augusta, MS 39462
(36 attendees)

Rankin County Outreach Meeting and Field Day
Tuesday, April 2, 2013 4:00 pm
Gregory Farm & Sons
476 Thomasville Road
Florence, MS 39073
 (28 attendees)

Marshall County Outreach Meeting
Thursday, April 4, 2013 11:00 am 
Rust College Cafeteria
155 Rust Avenue
Holly Springs, MS 38635
 (28 attendees)

Tippah County Outreach Meeting
Thursday, April attendees 4, 2013 4:00 pm
Tippah County Extension Services Office
10791 Mississippi Hwy 15
Ripley, MS 38663
(20 attendees)

Attala County Outreach Meeting and Field Day
Monday, April 8, 5:00 pm
W. T. Roby’s Farm
10807 Attala County Road 4002 Goodman, MS 39079
(24 attendees)

Hinds County Outreach Meeting
Tuesday, April 9, 4:30 pm 
T & G Farm 
4439 Ernie Martin Road 
Utica, MS 39175
(13 attendees)

Simpson County Outreach Meeting and Field Day
Thursday, April 11, 5:30 pm
J. M. Hooker’s Farm 
135 Hooker Rd 
Mendenhall, MS 39114
(25 attendees)

_______________________________________________
Continued on page 12
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Claiborne County Field Day
Monday, April 15, 2013 5:00 pm
Percy Brown’s Farm
5015 Ward Rd
Port Gibson, MS 39150
(17 attendees)

Marion Outreach Meeting and Field Day
Tuesday, April 16, 2013 5:30 pm
Arthur Lumzy’s Farm
34 Harry Lane
Columbia, MS 39429
(17 attendees)

Scott County Outreach Meeting and Field Day
April 18, 2013 5:00 pm
Wiley Denson Farm
12874 Hillsboro-Ludlow Road
 Lena, MS 39094
(26 attendees)

Wayne County Outreach Meeting and Field Day
Monday, April 22, 2013 5:30 pm
Richard Lee Carter’s Farm
97 Spring Hill Church Rd Shubuta, MS 39360
(48 attendees)

Winston County Outreach Meeting and Field Day
April 23, 2013 4:45 pm
Leon & Linda Stephen Farm
235 E. Mt. Sinai Road
Louisville, MS 39339
(32 attendees)

Lauderdale Outreach Meeting and Field Day
Saturday, April 27, 2013 8:00 am
Antioch Baptist Church
Lauderdale, MS 39335
(44 attendees)

Jasper County Outreach Meeting and Field Day
Monday, April 29, 2013 5:30 am
Arthur Thigpen’s Farm
5478 Hwy 18
Pachuta, MS 39347
(25 attendees)

Green County Outreach Meeting and Field Day
Monday, May 6, 2013 5:30 am
Napoleon Leverette’s Farm
19855 MLK Drive
Stateline, MS 39362
(23 attendees)

Lincoln County Outreach Meeting and Field Day
Thursday May 30, 2013 5:30 am
Sampson Byrd’s Farm
1420 Heucks Retreat Road
Brookhaven, MS 39601
(8 attendees) 

Amite County Outreach Meeting and Field Day
Tuesday, June 4, 2013 5:30 pm
Harrison Building
910 Old McComb-Liberty Road
Liberty, MS 39645
(12 attendees)

MARKET DEVELOPMENT

Winston County kicked off their Farmers’ Market on 
June 13, 2013. Local farmers brought their produce to 
the Louisville Coliseum and utilized 6 to 8 ft. tables to 
display everything from fresh vegetables, fresh fruit, and 
homemade baked items, to homemade pickles, chow-
chow, and locally handcrafted items. Thirty five 35 to 
40% of the producers selling their goods at the market 
were WCSHC members.    The market closed on the last 
Thursday in September 2013.
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WCSHC’s WESTERN ALABAMA 2501 STAFF SUMMARY

Group meetings and workshop:
Conducted four (4) outreach workshops and training 
meetings in Alabama where NRCS and other partnership 
presented program information.

Number of farmers in attendance at workshops:
0ne hundred and fifteen (115) farmers and ranchers were 
in attendance at group meeting and workshops facilitated 
by WCSHC 2501 staff in Alabama.

Number of farm visits:
Agribusiness Management Specialist made sixty six (66) 
farm and home visits in 2013 and the primary focus 
were to assist small farmers with the implementation of 
EQIP contracts production and marketing of farm raised 
products.

RC&D Councils and the Commissioner of Agriculture:
Agribusiness Management Specialist worked closely 
with RC&D Councils in west Alabama to assist small 
landowners construct hoop houses that were approved 
under the EQIP program. Over ten (10) hoop houses were 
constructed by a green team that was put together by the 
WCSHC staff in west Alabama.

Three Educational Workshops:
WCSHC staff in conjunction with other partnerships 
trained farmers how to use hoop houses to create 
wealth. The Ala-Tom RC&D Council purchased a plastic 
culture machine to assist small farmers with vegetable 
production. The council assigned the machine over to the 
WCSHS staff for management.

Employment and Green Job Development:
WCSHC staff facilitated a process and put together a 
green team to assist with the construction of a hoop 
houses, expanded a farmers market, developed a natural 
spring, collected rain water from hoop houses and 
renovated a county park. Over fifteen (15) people received 
employment in this effort.

Vegetable Production:
Alabama Extension Services assisted small farmers in 
West Alabama with the installation of plastic and drip 
irrigation.

Alabama Extension Services demonstrated the use of 
1/10 acre plots of vegetables planted in secession using 

double cropping of enterprises. This method will allow 
small producers to participate in mainstream Agriculture 
at their level.

Agro-Forestry Workshop:
WCSHC 2501 staff in West Alabama assisted with an agro-
forestry workshop looking at how to use goats in the 
management of forestry stands. Over seventy four (74) 
landowners from Alabama and Mississippi attended.

Wealth Creation:
WCSHC staff in Alabama working in conjunction with the 
Ford Foundation and other partnerships is conducting 
research in West Alabama in an effort to connect farmers, 
aggregator and other value chains to create wealth 
involving agriculture. A proposal has been written 
and the 2501 staff is waiting on the funding result for 
implementation. 
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WCSHO’s SOUTHEAST MS 2501 STAFF SUMMARY

Wayne County Self Help Organization Educational 
and Youth Conference:
WCSHC staff provided leadership and coordination with 
Wayne County Self Help Organization 2nd Saving Rural 
America and Youth Conference. This conference attracted 
approximately eighty five (85) small farmers/ranchers, 
landowners, youth, and other interested individuals. As a 
result of this conference individuals have utilizes services 
through USDA and state’s service providers. 

WCSHO & WCSHC Canning Workshop:
Two outreach meetings in Jasper and Clark Counties 
Mississippi drew forty eight (48) farmers, homemakers 
and youth.

WCSHO & WCSHC Canning Workshop:
One canning workshops engaged participants within a 
40 miles radius of Waynesboro Mississippi. Individuals 
learned procedures for make jams and preserving fresh 
fruit and vegetables.

WCSHO & WCSHC Summer Youth Event:
Youth enrichment event focused on career choices with 
eighty (80) in attendants.

WCSHO & WCSHC Record Keeping Workshops:
One record keeping workshops was held in Waynesboro 
and Quitman Counties Mississippi for beginning and 
small farmers.

WCSHO & WCSHC Forestry Outreach Meeting:
This event drew one hundred and eighteen (118) small 
and medium size forest landowners. Topics discussed 
“Longleaf Pine Restoration Program and “Forest 
Management Plans.”

WCSHO Meetings: 
Wayne County Self Help Organization coordinated and 
conducted ten (10) regular/special meetings.
 
WCSHO Southeast MS 2501 Staff:
WCSHC staff conducted three hundred and fifty (350) 
farm visits to assist individuals with implementation of 
EQIP’s contracts, cattle/forage management, vegetable 
production/marketing, forestry management/timber 
marketing and other needed services.

WCSHO Southeast MS 2501 Staff:
WCSHC Southeast MS 2501 Staff positively impacted 
approximately one thousand and twenty one (1021) plus 
people. This assistance helped bring thousands of dollars 
to farmers/landowners and improved sustainability for 
small farmers/ranchers.
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WCSHC’s STARTER GROUPS 2013

Oktibbeha County Small Farmers and Landowners Group

Group meetings and workshop:
Eleven (11) outreach meetings were conducted 
throughout the year. Meetings occurred at American 
Legion Post 240 located at 3828 Pat Station Rd. Starkville, 
MS. 
 
Number of farmers in attendance at meetings:
Meetings averaged ten (10) farmers the total of farmers 
impacted was one hundred and thirty five (135).

Number of farm visits:
10 farm and home visits in 2013 and the primary focus 
was to assist encourage participation in all FSA and NRCS 
program and provide issue specific consultation on 
various matters. 

Three Educational Workshops:
OCSFLG conducted three (3) educational workshops in 
conjunction with NRCS, Gaining Ground Sustainability 
and Mississippi Association of Cooperatives. 

Youth Employment and Training: 
Field staff assisted ten (10) people in acquiring jobs most 
in non-agriculture areas.

Canning Workshops:
Conducted 1 canning workshop at the Sand Creek M. B. 
church located at 3818 Rock hill Rd. Starkville, Ms. Twenty 
(20) people attended this workshop. Various canning 
procedures were discussed and presented.  

Hay Marketing:
Field staff assisted farmers from Oktibbeha and Clay 
counties sale hay through the Mississippi hay directory.  
Hay sales total impact was in excess of $20,000. We will 
focus efforts on devising a better plan for the 2014 year 
to increase sales and profit margins.
 
Workshops and Conferences attendance:
Group attended five (5) workshops, seminars, and 
conferences in 2013.

Leake, Madison, and Scott Counties Farmers 
Connection:
	
Leake, Madison, and Scott Counties Farmers Connection 
conducted twelve (12) monthly meetings with average 
attendant of eighteen (18) participants. Field staff helped 
organized strike force outreach meeting with fifty two 
(52) in attendant planted youth garden, conducted cattle 
vaccination on two farms and one canning workshop in 
Lena, MS.



2013 COLLABORTIVE PARTNERS

Winston County Extension Office
National Institute of Food and Agriculture

USDA-Office of Advocacy and Outreach 
Heifer International 

Self Development of People
Black Belt Foundation

Dennis Murray of YDACBINC
Winston County Office of Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Winston County Office of Farm Service Agency
Rooted in the Community

National Agricultural Statistics Service
Kentucky State University Extension Program

Mississippi’s State Office of Rural Development 
Mississippi’s State Office of Farm Service Agency
Mississippi State University Extension Program

Mississippi State University College of Veterinary Medicine
Alabama A & M University Extension Program

Alabama A&M University Forestry, Ecology & Wildlife Program
Alcorn State University’s Extension Program

Alcorn State University’s Mississippi Small Farm Development Center
Mississippi State University‘s College of Veterinary Medicine

Tuskegee University
North Carolina A & T University 

Mississippi Association of Cooperatives
Federation of Southern Cooperatives 

Wayne County Extension Office
National Wildlife Federation

Mississippi Wildlife Federation
Mississippi’s Natural Resources Conservation Service

Mississippi Forestry Commission
Southern Echo Incorporation

Southern University Ag-Center
U S Forest Service

Mississippi Farm Bureau
National Network of Forest Practitioners

Minority Landowner Magazine
Winston County Journal Newspaper

Winston County Public Library
City of Louisville

Winston County’s Board of Supervisors
WLSM Radio Station

Grandma Soul Food Eatery
Perry County Self Help Group-New Augusta, MS
Covington County Self Help Group-Collins, MS

New Community Cooperative-Bassfield, MS
Simpson County Self Help Livestock Group-Magee, MS

Wayne County Self Help Group-Waynesboro, MS
Attala County Self Help Cooperative-Sallis, MS

South Rankin County Farmers Association-Brandon, MS
Chester Bradley’s Cattle Farm-Rose Hill, MS 

Operation Spring Plant-Oxford, NC
Robert Robinson’s Farm-Brookhaven, MS 

TRI-County Agriculture Cooperative-Batesville, MS
Grenada’s Farmers Market-Grenada, MS

St. Helena Parish Cattle Company-Greensburg, LA
Imaginers and Dreamers-Uneedus, LA

Southern University Law Center
North Delta Produce Growers Cooperative-Mark, MS

Mid-South Progressive Agricultural Group-Holly Spring, MS
Oktibbeha County Small Farmers and Landowners Group-Starkville, MS

Leake, Madison and Scott Counties Farmers Connection-Carthage, MS
Louisiana Association of Cooperatives-Gretna, LA

WCSHC is a member of the Federation of Southern Cooperatives
Frank Taylor President and Editor / fltaylor@bellsouth.net or 601- 291- 2704
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