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Winston County Self Help Cooperative members gathered for a group photo during the Grazing Field Day.

December 11, 2015 presented Winston
County Self Help Cooperative an opportunity
to close with pomp and circumstance on
a successful year of unending field days,
workshops and other pertinent details
to change lives in rural America. This day
surrendered a temperature of seventy-five
degrees with unabated winds blowing
north from the Gulf of Mexico. This
enhanced participation for WCSHC's Final
Business Session and Annual Christmas
Gala. Jean Harper and Sandra Jackson
decked extension office’s auditorium with
ornaments and other cymbals of the season.
Founding member Mary Hannah lamented
about WCSHC's trips across 2015 in which
cooperative members shared their visions
and dreams with other colleagues to bridge
hope into communities of abject poverty.
“We live with similar circumstances and
challenges, however, our perspective differs
in turns of outcomes. We work collectively as
team members to overcome adversities and
instill survival skills into the next generation
of farmers and families” WCSHC celebrated
thirty years of serving rural America in 2015.
WCSHC hope to continue dispelling the

notion of families not living or thriving in
rural communities.” If you ask God to give
you a vision and patience then, | believe He
will grant you an opportunity to raise your
family in a wholesome environment with
sustainability.” As the clock’s pendulum
moved pass 4:00pm members and visitors
started marching onto the compound
to help unveil the final business session.
Board members Mary Hannah and Bobby
Hardin huddled with Team Leader Frank
Taylor to discuss upcoming events in 2016.
This meeting concluded with the official
start of the final business session. Taylor
expressed thanks to members for perusing
their collective and individual goals in 2015.
WCSHC achieved numerous milestones in
2015 with unbroken support from members,
friends and partners. We will intensify our
efforts in 2016 according to Frank. We look
forward to increasing income, bountiful
crops and healthy animals. Frank called for
minutes and George Miller motion to accept
as printed and Alonzo Miller second motion
with membership approval.

The following past events received
discussion. Friday September 25, 2015,
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members gathered for a social moment
with Frank Taylor in New Zion, MS. Taylor
served chicken, fish and a variety of other
food. WCSHC/Mississippi Minority Farmers
Alliance sponsored a Grazing Field Day
on Monday, September 28, 2015 at Mr.
Willie Clay’s Farm in West Point, MS. Allen
McReynolds highlighted practices installed
and grazing system to develop quality
heifers with less unnatural cost. Allen said
Clay achieves profitability by trucking cattle
directly to Midwest feedlots which alleviate
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WCSHC founding member Mary B.Hannah

middleman. Representatives from NRCS,
FSA, RD, extension and community-based
organizations presented on programs to
benefit participants. WCSHC sponsored a
Fencing Field Day on Tuesday, September
29, 2015 to highlight Natural Resources
Conservation Service’s criterion. Morning
session focused program services through
yourlocal UDSA office.Morris McDonald,Farm
Service Agency Loan Officer elaborated on
micro, operating, farm ownership and youth
loans.He emphasized the need for thorough
completion ofapplicationsto eliminate costly
time in receiving loans. Participants visited
Rosie Harris and the Smiths Farms to observe
recently installed fences. Alonzo Miller,
WCSHC member built each fence according
to NRCS' requirements. This process ensured
Rosie and Smiths would pass finalinspections
to receive timely reimbursements. Rickey
Johnson of Alcorn State University’s Small
Farm Development Center, Goat Specialist
visited Romack & Gloria Smith’s Goat
Farm on Monday October 5, 2015. Rickey
shared technical advice to improve herd
health. Also he demonstrated methods of
trimming hooves and vaccinations. Rickey
suggested Smiths should sale their goats
in a set which includes one borer and
five nannies. WCSHC assisted Smiths with
purchasing of two borer goats form Ben
and Belinda Usher members of Mississippi
Minority Farmers Alliance. Mississippi State
University’s Natural Resources Enterprise
Workshop occurred Tuesday, October 6,2015
in McCool, MS. Jean Harper, Mary Hannah
and Rosie Harris participated. This event
highlighted the value of using forestland
to increase income. Rosie Harris, WCSHC
member conducted a Food Preservation or
Canning Workshop on Saturday, October 17,
2015 at St. Mary Baptist Church in Flowood,
MS. This workshop afforded youth members
an opportunity to learn methods of making

jellies from muscadine fruit. On Wednesday,
October 21, 2015 The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) designated 19 counties
in Mississippi as primary natural disaster
areas due to damages and losses caused by
a recent drought which encompass Winston
County.

WCSHC Members should consider signing
up forThe Livestock Forage Disaster Program
and LivestockIndemnity Program.Please visit
our local Farm Service Office. Terry Moore’s
Grazing Field Day Thursday October 27,2015
in Goodman, MS. Terry cherished dreams of
owning a farm came to fruition after working
on a plantation as young boy in Reform, MS.
Mary Hannah and Bobby Hardin quivered
words of respect for a phenomenal job of
following his dreams. WCSHC transported
a van load of members to admire this
tranquil farm. WCSHC transported a van
load of members to admire this tranquil

WCSHC member attending business meeting.

farm. During WCSHC 10th business session
members expressed needs for Clearing
Land, Establish Permanent Vegetation and
Maintain Perimeter Fencing to increase farm
operations. As of results WCSHC conducted a
focus group meeting on Thursday November
5, 2015 at Louisville Coliseum to address
theseissues.Lloyd Wright retired employee of
NRCS facilitated and recorded comments for
a white paper to promote changes in policy
for social disadvantaged farmers. Alonzo
Miller stated these aforementioned needs
received acknowledgement during Winston
County’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service Local Work Group Meeting on
Wednesday November 18,2015 atlocal USDA
Office. Sylvester Davis Grazing Field Day
Monday November 9, 2015 in Crawford, MS.
Davis said God orchestrated this ownership
of our bucolic farm. My wife and | prayed for
this venture and He delivered with blessings.
Davis farm operation consists of cattle and
hay production. Davis stated NRCS provided
financial assistance with implementing

WCSHC members conducted a canning workshop.

erosion control, cross and perimeter fences.
Brad Spencer of UCAC based Starkville
said MR. Davis owns a furniture repair shop
and he works diligently to serve mankind.
On Thursday November 12, 2015, WCSHC
and Alcorn State University’s Incubator in
Preston, MS partnered to present a Shiitake
Mushroom Workshop. Several of WCSHC
members participated and engaged in this
lifelong learning event. Participants received
starter logs as gifts to initiate their ventures.
Columbus McReynolds said this workshop
offered another opportunity to generate
income from our forestland.

WCSHC members participated in Kentucky
State University’s Small Farmers Conference
November 16-19, 2015 in Frankfort, KY.
KSU presented a barrage of workshops
to help producers enhance productivity
from their natural resources. James Tillman
NRCS" Southeast Regional Resource
Conservationist served as banquet speaker.
Tillman encouraged individuals to develop
conservation plans and solicit services
from their local NRCS office. Frank Taylor
provided a guided tour of KSU campus
and explained his legacy from 1976-1980.
Columbus McReynolds said he enjoyed
KSU’s Aquaponics Workshop. Additionally,
Columbus indicated cleanliness of KSU
physical campus. Frank Taylor produced a
YouTube video Friday November 20, 2015
of legendary Farmer Robert Robertson’s fall
greens crop. Robertson indicated brisk sale
of collards and mustard greens. Cabbage
sales should begin the second week of
December. Taylor produced a YouTube
video of Dee Dotson’s greens crop Monday
November 23, 2015. You can google each
video and watch from your computer or
android phone. Jean Harper and others
conducted a Thanksgiving farmers market
at Louisville Coliseum on Monday November
23, 2015. Vendors sold greens and other
consumable goods. Winston County Self
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Help Cooperative, Mississippi Minority
Farmers Alliance and Unlimited Community
Agricultural Cooperative Members attended
National Organization of Professional Black
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Employees’ 2015 Conference December 4-
5, 2015 in Atlanta, GA. This event honored
legacy builders Lloyd Wright, Pearlie Reed
and Bill Hunt for designing this advocacy
arm to benefit African Americans employees
and farmers. WCSHC passed on four heifers
on Monday December 7,2015 and one heifer
Friday December 11, 2015 for a total of five
to member Bobby Joe White. Dr. Richardson
administered vaccinations. Elaine Hobson
and Alonzo Miller received Certificates
for completing their pass on of quality
heifers. Elaine and Alonzo’s gifts endowed a
recipient with animals exceeding WCSHC's
requirements. WCSHC’s Annual Christmas
Gala started with prayer from Alonzo
Miller and Mary Hannah expressed words
of welcome. Jean Harper led audience in
Christmas Carols. Tom Wilson of Forest, MS
shared words of goodwill and elaborated
on his relationship with WCSHC. Clyde
Turner and James Barton of Walnut Grove,
MS expressed their appreciation for WCSHC
leadership. Jessica Fox and John Williams
evoked words of hope from Beat Four
Cooperative of Macon,MS.Membersindulged
in a soulful and tasteful meal prepared by
Shirley Gladney, Tarie Todman and Sharoone
Cooper. WCSHC conveys thanks to everyone
including servers.

Allen McReynolds attended National
Grazing Lands  Coalition  Conference
December 13-16, 2015 in Grapeville,
TX. WCSHC members participated in a
Conference call Monday, December 14, 2015
with Greg Brinson and Clarence Finely from
the state office of NRCS. This call updated
participants on new requirements under
EQIP (Environmental Quality Practices).
Tuesday, December 15, 2015, Dr. L.C. Peyton,
Veterinary from Bay Springs, MS vaccinated
more than twenty animals on the behalf
of WCSHC at Alonzo & Peggy Miller’'s Farm.
Monday, December 21, 2015 Alonzo Miller
moved 10 rolls of hay from cooperative's
pasture to Bobby Joe White's for pass on
animals. Only un-bred heifers’ recipients
receive hay and not bred heifers’ recipients.
2016's 1st edition of Farm Country Magazine
featured Willie Clay, a cattle farmer from West
Point, MS. WCSHC &MMFA hosted a grazing
field day at Clay’s farm in September 28,2015.
WCSHC purchased 10 rolls of hay from Bobby
Mckennis from summit, MS on the behalf of
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WCSHC members in attendance for the Final Business Session & Annual Christmas Gala.

Inez Harris from Tylertown, MS.Inez requested
assistance from WCSHC on December 4,
2015 due to personal distress. Farm Service
Agency’s Livestock Forage Program continues
sign up until the last day of January 2016. If
you want your application to be considered
for NRCS' 2016 EQIP (Environmental Quality
Practices) spring ranking, then you should
visit with your local District Conservationist,
ASAP to evaluate your conservation plan
before Friday, January 15, 2016. WCSHC,
UDSA and Kemper Landowners will host
an outreach meeting on Tuesday January
26, 2016, 6pm at old Porterville School in
Porterville, MS. Members we will embark on
frantic pace of activities in the first 90 days
of 2016. We need to work as a singular unit
to achieve our planned mission by March
30, 2016. The month of February will deliver
a 5th Monday, therefore, we need seize this
amazing moment in history.Alonzo Miller will
inquire about potential pass on of heifers for
20176. Please evaluate herd health to ensure
you will pass on quality heifers to other
cooperative members. Allen McReynolds will
meet with members to decipher Mississippi
Cattleman weekly report. WCSHC will work
with the diabetes Coalition to plan a special
kick-off farmers market event. This could
co-inside with producers planting on a
variable schedule. Therefore, we should
discuss what’s in for 2016. We need a special
committee to work with Julie Cunningham
to contact landowners in the third year of
tax delinquency. She agreed to print a list of
delinquent landowners. Delinquent tax sale

WCSHC's 1st 2016 Business Session Report

tentatively scheduled for Monday August 29,
2016.This includes city and county.We should
consider working with cooperative groups
and CBOs to develop this system in their
counties. Members and visitor should audit
your mortgages, phone bills, organization
memberships, insurance on vehicles and
homes. We will travel to San Antonio, TX
February 18-20,2016 for Minority Landowner
9th Conference.

(Right) WCSHC's Team Leader Frank Taylor and members
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“Sustaining the Legacy for Future Generations”

2016’S WCSHC SAVING RURAL AMERICA CONFERENCE MASS SCHEDULE

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15,2016, 7:30AM
1ST LEAKE COUNTY SRAC

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 2016, 7:30AM
1ST ATTALA COUNTY SELF-HELP COOPERATIVE SRAC

True Light Community Center
1325 School Road

Walnut Grove, MS 39189
Contact: Frank Taylor
Phone:601-291-2704

Email: fltaylor@bellsouth.net

FRIDAY, JANUARY 22,2016, 7:30AM
9TH WINSTON COUNTY SELF-HELP
YOUTH GROUP SRAC

Louisville Coliseum

201 Ivy Avenue

Louisville, MS 39339

Contact:Jean Harper

Phone: 662-312-8004

Email: JeanH29@bellsouth.net

FRIDAY, JANUARY 22,2016, 12:00PM

9TH WINSTON COUNTY SELF-HELP COOPERATIVE SRAC
HOSTED BY UNLIMITED COMMUNITY AGRICULTURAL
COOPERATIVE

BJs 5226 Old West Point Rd.

Starkville, MS 39759

Contact: Orlando Trainer

Phone: 662-769-0071

Email: orlandotrainer@hotmail.com

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23,2016, 7:30AM

2ND MISSISSIPPI MINORITY FARMER’S ALLIANCE SRAC
North Mississippi Research & Extension Center

5421 Hwy 145 South Verona, MS 38879

Contact: Carolyn Jones

Phone:662-213-2433

Email: mmfa@verizon.net
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Research and Administration Center 2033
CR4116

Sallis, MS 39160

Contact: Jessie Fleming
Phone:601-900-9844

Email: jfteacher1@aol.com

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30,2016, 7:30AM

3RD MID-SOUTH PROGRESSIVE AGRICULTURE
GROUP’S SRAC

David L.Beckley Center (Rust College)

150 Rust Avenue

Holly Springs, MS, 38635

Contact: Revelyn Coleman

Phone:901-409-7897

Email: rglpcoleman@yahoo.com

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6,2016, 7:30AM
6TH WAYNE COUNTY SELF-HELP
ORGANIZATION’S SRAC

Wayne County Career and Technical Center
100 Collins St.

Waynesboro MS, 39367

Contact: Patrick Busby

Phone: 601-740-0463

Email: pbusby91@bellsouth.net

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13,2016,7:30AM

5TH COVINGTON COUNTY SELF-HELP GROUP’S SRAC

Multipurpose Building- 68
Collins, MS 39428

Contact: Fenton Pope
Phone:601-517-3188

Email: fentonpope@yahoo.com
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