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“On The Front Porch”

WCSHC founding member Dee Dotson and others on the front porch shelling peas

By Frank Taylor

he front porch symbolizes many
Taspects of living in the Deep South
from family’s discussions, politics,
relaxing, and marriage proposals. | remem-
ber spending quiet afternoons with my
grand-daddy (Maben Austin) on the front
porch absorbing life’s lessons from a noble
gentleman. Sometimes our discussions

would extend beyond his normal bedtime of
8:00pm; nevertheless, those moments made
an indelible imprint on my life. Although
without a formal education, he mastered

math, sociology, political science, and life’s
obstacles to provide comfort for his family in
a racial divided Mississippi. Jim Crow’s laws
paled African Americans from voting, advo-
cating, and securing living wages to ensure
a quality of life. However, those individuals
maintained a moral compass of moving for-
ward to overcome adversities and secured
our future with bountifully opportunities
of change. The front porch represents other
significant factors; and, we will end with four
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WCSHC's Quilt Raffle

Saving Rural America
and Youth Conference

ith less than 100 days away
from WCSHC and Youth
Group’s 2nd Saving Rural

America Conference; the countdown is
on toward January 2 & 3, 2009 in Louis-
ville, Ms-Louisville Coliseum. The 2009
conference will thrive on bringing fami-
lies together to Save rural communi-
ties and sustain future generation of
farmers. Quoting Jack Miller, “We are in
stage two of planning and strategizing
for a wholesome family event which in-
cludes storytelling, fashion show, and
gospel inspiration on Friday night”. WC-
SHC Youth Conference will convene on
Friday 1:00pm with an ambitious agenda
of disseminating pertinent information
to identify careers in agriculture. Other
tentative activities on Friday include a
tour of historic sites, leadership capac-
ity workshop and screening of WCSHC's
2008 work activities CD. Saturday’s ses-
sion will start promptly 7:00am with a va-
riety of workshops...cattle management,
tips on purchase land, USDA programs,
agro-tourism and growing a home based
business. Please wear casual clothes. For
registration information, visit our website
www.wcshc.com. Hotels are two miles
from coliseum.
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WCSHC’s Quilt Raffle

he Winston County Self
THeIp Cooperative will
raffle a king size hand-
made quilt during the Saving Ru-
ral America Conference. Omerio
Dotson co-op member designed
this eloquent quilt with love and
warmness in mind of pleasing
the winner. The raffle will occur
on Saturday January 3, 2009 af-
ter the luncheon program. To
participate by mail please send
$10.00 for a book of ten tickets.
Make check or money order pay-
able WCSHC and forward p. o.
Box 23813 Jackson, Ms 39225.
Deadline by mail is December
15, 2008. Conference theme
“Bringing Families Together to
Save Rural Communities”.

"
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CSHC's FallField Day
will occur Monday
October 6, 3:50pm

at Elder George Miller's Farm lo-
cated in the New Zion Commu-
nity. NRCS’ Area Conservationist
Kurt Readus will highlight recent
installed conservation practices,
such as, high impact feeding
area and alternative water. WC-
SHC mission is to bring together
knowledge, wisdom, talents,
products and goods to create
sustainable communities. Bring
friends and join in WCSHC's Fall
Field Day Activities. The Miller’s
farm is located at 366 Miller-Han-
nah Road in Louisville, Ms.

Elder. George & Equilla Miller
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generations of the Austin family
gathering on Omerio and Dee
Dotson’s front porch. With the
sun gravitating westward and
temperature approaching 100
degrees, Dee harvested peas,
lima & snap beans and pulled
watermelons. The harvest land-
ed squarely on the front porch
where four generations com-
mences to shell as Omerio re-
counted the Austin’s family his-
tory. Omerio received numerous
questions from nieces, great-
nieces and nephews about
growing up without air condi-
tion, running water, electricity
and most of all television. Ome-
rioresponded with a broad smile
and said | serve a God of Passion
and Humility. While wiping away
sweat, Dee told of his adven-
tures on the front porch in ask-
ing grand-daddy to marry Aunt
Omerio. Dee said before grand-
daddy granted permission, he
received a stirring sermon on
“TAKING CARE of THE FAMILY".
Omerio wonder into the kitchen
and prepared a southern style
meal. She served peas, lima and
green beans, corn on the cob,
chicken, beef steaks, peach cob-
bler, fried apple pies and sweet
tea. The night ended with Ome-
rio and Dee giving more than 30
bags of fresh vegetables, canta-
loupes and watermelons. “The
nieces gave thanks for life's les-
son on the front porch”.




“Saving Rural America™

“WCSHC/USDA Partnering”

By Frank Taylor

he United State Depart-
Tment of Agriculture
(USDA) not only serves
farmers...provides funds for
food and nutrition, Women in
Children (WIC), school lunches,
housing, fire protection, educa-
tion, research and numerous
functions to help sustain life in
America. USDA serves each in-
dividual state from a systematic
perspective in providing funds
to promote conservation prac-
tices, building community water
sources, enhancing extension
programs, crop insurance and
marketing commodities. Win-
ston County Self Help Coopera-
tive works in conjunction with
USDA personnel to disseminate
program information to create
livability in rural communities.
More than 80% of WCSHC mem-
bers participate in conservation’s
cost share and incentive pro-
grams through NRCS to increase
income and improve manage-

ment practices. WCSHC member
Elaine Hobson participates in
Environmental Quality Incentive
Program (EQIP) through Natural
Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) to make significant man-
agement improvements, such as
ponds, clearing, fertilization and
cross fence. “I am learning pro-
cesses through working with our
local conservationist and partici-
pating in WCSHC'’s business ses-
sions. | didn't realize programs
existed to assist small farmers
to enhance their opportunities
of succeeding until joining WC-
SHC in 2005. We receive monthly
news brochures from USDA and
WCSHC publishes newsletters
informing members of upcom-
ing programs and sign-up dates.
The most recently brochure re-
minded farmers of County Com-
mittee’s election process. Mem-
bers participate in county’s work
group sessions to determine
program priorities and create
policies. Partnering Helps Build
Bridges to Success”.
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Saving Rural
America and
Youth Conference

For registration information,
visit our website

www.wcshc.com

Hotels are two miles from
coliseum.

Hotels
Lake Tiak-O’ Khata Resort
213 Smyth Lake Road
888-845-6151 or 662-773-7853
Best Western-Red Hills
Hwy 15-25 Bypass At Hwy 14
662-773-3547

Day s Inn
851 Metts Street
662-773-4405
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WCSHC Youth Group Visit Heifer
Ranch in Little Rock, AK.

Some of the youth group members had a chance to feed the chickens and clean the pen.

he youth group arrived
Tat the Heifer Ranch with
a willingness to learn
about the work, mission, and
history of Heifer International.
Also, they wanted to gather
knowledge about the value of
livestock for improving sources
of nutrition and income. Meals
were provided daily by the ranch
with food primarily raised on the
ranch. Surviving off the land at
the ranch was a big challenge for
the youth group. It helps them
to realize the alternatives of go-
ing to McDonalds or Wendy'’s
anytime they desire.

The youth members en-
gaged in a variety of challenges
such as:

A. building a pipeline in or-
der to get a skittle In a can led
by Chris

B. developing friends for ever
handshake

C. passing hula hoops to one
another without breaking the
circle

D. building a bridge with
about seven 2 by 4 blocks to
cross a river led by Dillon

E. breaking the ice / getting
to know one another

F. low challenge wall climb
(25ft.) Ebony overcame her fear
of height and Kejuana was de-
termine to make the climb and
he did.

These challenges helped to
develop leadership, build con-
fidence, teamwork, problem
solving, safety, self-esteem and
communication. When you are
talking about leadership, Trey
was the one person that took on
that role. He dared each mem-
ber to commit themselves to
complete every challenge. He
was like a one person cheering
squad.

The youth members had a
chance to do some hand on ac-
tivities. They went in different
groups of four along with a 4-H
club from Holmes County, Mis-
sissippi.

Beehives (Italian bees) - Dil-
lon, Chandon and Jordan put on
their white uniform with a pro-
tective veil, open up the hive,
found the queen bee. The group
compared a gallon of gas ($3.68)
to a gallon of honey ($50.00). The
beekeeper show them how to
retrieve the honey and also how
to use smoke to keep the bees
from stinging.

Sheep and goats - Danielle
and Ebony had chance to feed
the goats and trim their hoofs.
They learn that more children
drink goat’s milk than cow’s milk.
Also those goats are sometimes
called the poor man’s cow.

Pasture and Poultry - Some

of the members had a chance to
feed the chickens and clean the
pen. They learned how to de-
compose of the hay or straw.

Greenhouse - Jean and Chris
learn new technology about
how to produce and raise better
plants, plus the different tem-
peratures needed for certain
plants.

Rotational Grazing - Jor-
dan, Dillon and Trey went to
work in the pasture. They put
up an electric fence that was run
by solar/battery. The different
types of grass and which is best
for the animals were explain to
them. They had the opportunity
to transfer livestock from one
field to another and to make
sure they had some water.

High Challenge - The club
members strapped on their har-
ness and climbed a 50ft. wall
with teamwork.

Bonji jumping -Most of our
members was taken by surprise
with this jump, but nevertheless
took on the challenge anyway.

Everyone gained a deeper
sense of their commitment to
each other, their communities
and the world. They left the
ranch prepared to work together
and take action for a world with-
out hunger and poverty. Thanks
to Heifer International for giving
us experiences to build on to
make this possible.
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