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The Winston County Self Help Coop-
erative will raffle a king size hand-
made quilt during the Saving Rural 

America Conference. Omerio Dotson co-op 
member designed this eloquent quilt with 
love and warmness in mind of pleasing the 
winner. The raffle will occur on Saturday 
January 3, 2009 after the luncheon program. 

WCSHC’s Quilt Raffle
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Winston County Self Help Cooperative
Saving Rural America and Youth Conference, January 2 & 3, 2009 

By Frank Taylor

Mr. Dee and Mrs. Omerio Dotson co-op members designed this eloquent quilt.

Saving Rural America Conference
Winston County Self Help Cooperative’s Second Saving Rural 
America and Youth Conference scheduled for January 2 & 3, 2009 
at the Louisville Coliseum-Louisville, Ms. Mark your calendar for this 
prolific event.  For more information visit www.wcshc.com

WCSHC Members “Living 
in Rural America”

Co-op Member Releases Book, Pg. 3

Shelton and Sandra Cooper (S & 
S) creating opportunities in rural 
America by harnessing entrepre-

neurial skills and managing God’s natural 
resources to generate income. Although, 
(S & S) traveled in different directions after 
high school, however, both visualized re-
turning to their beloved homes in Greens-
boro, Ms. After an elongated courtship the 
couple married and started formulating 
their American’s dream of nurturing a fam-
ily and making plans to build a home. The 
Coopers purchased a 40 acres farm con-
sisting of pasture and forestland. Shelton’s 
sheer determination of overcoming ob-
stacles and resourcefulness developed a 

WCSHC Members, 
Continued on pg. 2

Shelton and Sandra Cooper

To participate by mail please send $10.00 for 
a book of ten tickets. Make check or money 
order payable WCSHC and forward p. o. 
Box 23813 Jackson, Ms 39225 or call 601-
291-2704. Deadline by mail is December 21, 
2008. Conference theme “Bringing Families 
Together to Save Rural Communities”. Visit 
our website www.wcshc.com  
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WCSHC’s Out-Reach Meeting with FSA

More than 30 members 
congregated on Sep-
tember 9, for informa-

tive out-reach meeting with Farm 
Service Agency Personnel. Several 
paramount changes occurred in 
passage of the 2008’s Farm Bill and 
Winston County Self Help Coop-
erative enlisted Doug Naron-Loan 
Officer and Billy Lipsey-County 
Director for current update. Doug 
highlighted FSA’s loan program 
with emphasis OL-operating and 
FO-farm ownership which in-
creased limits by $100,000 to off-
set inflation cost of purchasing 
land and equipment. Doug elabo-
rated on how to navigate direct, 
indirect and socially disadvantage 
loan categories. Several members 
inquired of FSA’s youth and low 
documentation loans. Billy Lipsey 
informed members of changes in 
the disaster program and looming 
deadline of paying fee to partici-
pate. Additionally, Lipsey remind-
ed members of returning county 
committee’s election ballot by 
stated deadline. Doug Naron-Loan Officer

WCSHC Members,
Continued from pg. 1

Sandra Cooper

WCSHC’s Forestry Field Day

WCSHC’s Forestry WCSHC’s Forestry WField Day will occur 
Monday November 

3, 3:50pm at Taylor’s Tree Farm 
across street form Mt. Sinai Church 
in Louisville, Ms. Mike Skipper Ex-
tension Agent and Josh Skidmore 
County Forester will lead activities. 
This tract of timber features seven 
years old loblolly pine trees. They 
will inform participates of current 
market conditions and making 
preparations for fall’s reforesta-
tion practices. WCSHC mission 
is to bring together knowledge, 
wisdom, talents, products and 
goods to create sustainable com-
munities. Bring friends and join in 
WCSHC’s Fall Field Day Activities. 
For more information call 601-
291-2704. Visit our website www.
wcshc.com Mike Skipper Extension Agent 

formidable farm operation with 
assistance from Winston Coun-
ty Self Help Cooperative. After 
joining WCSHC in 2000, Shel-
ton aggregated technical assis-
tance through USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
with clearing, cross fence, fertil-
ization, pest control and other 
projects. Shelton stated, “WC-
SHC provides members with 
relevant information to make 
practical business decisions 
and other pertinent services 
needed to create viability in 
rural communities”. Shelton re-
ceived five bred heifers in 2002 
through WCSHC’s Heifer Project 
to improve genetics and inten-
sify herd growth. Shelton’s herd 
multiplied to 22 animals. Addi-
tionally, Shelton received laying 
pullets to start egg production 
prior to holiday season.

This combination of (S & 
S) dispenses other services 
through Sandra’s Hair Care lo-
cated 379 Davie Road Louisville, 
Ms. Services include relaxers, 
straw & spiral sets, roller wrap, 
sewn in & laser weaves, eye wax 
& arch, pedicure and manicure. 
Some none customers drop in 
for a lively conversation of to-
day’s events (no gossiping-only 
facts). Sandra graduated with 
honors from East Central Com-
munity College School of Cos-
metology and received barber 
instructor license. For a smooth 
touch of beauty and wellness 
call “Sandra’s Hair Care 662-803-
2209”. The Cooper Family “help-
ing save rural America”. 
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WCSHC Fall Cattle Field Day

Members, supporters, 
youth and service 
providers gathered 

at George and Equllia Miller’s Farm 
for WCSHC’s Fall Cattle Field Day. 
As the clock’s pendulum swayed 
towards 3:45pm members as-
sembled for the co-op’s twelfth 
business session with a mission 
of disseminating pertinent infor-
mation. Member moved swiftly 
through the planned agenda; 
plus an added caveat of recogniz-
ing Jesse Strassburg’s retirement 
from Heifer International’s South 
Central Office in New Augusta, 
Ms. Strassburg worked for seven 
years as Mississippi’s Field Coor-
dinator providing groups with 
technical support and organiza-
tion strategies. Strassburg stated 
“these 7 years moved my social 
compass and raised awareness of 
needed change in rural America”. 
WCSHC gifted strassburg with a 
plaque for outstanding service 
and WCSHC membership de-
clared October 6, 2008 as “Jesse 
Strassburg Day” in Winston Coun-
ty.

Field day activities started 
with an eloquent welcome from 
Equllia and George gave an infor-
mative history of the farm. Chuck 

Co-op members listening in during WCSHC’s Fall Cattle Field Day meeting

By Frank Taylor

lea-Local Conservationist echoed 
NRCS’ collective relationship with 
WCSHC members. “We provide 
guidance to help determine con-
servation and incentive’s practic-
es needed to create sustainable 
farms”. Kurt Readus Area-2 Con-
servationist discussed looming 
changes in disseminating cost-
share assistance. Fred Mc Coy-
Technician talked one on one with 
individuals to sign-up for services 
through NRCS. Michael Carr-Re-

source Conservation and Devel-
opment Coordinator encouraged 
members to develop long-term 
economic strategies as a commu-
nity package. Kenneth Randle-
Cooperative Development Spe-
cialist declared WCSHC’s virtue of 
a successful SMPG proposal. The 
group viewed recent installed 
conservation practices-alterna-
tive water source and heavy use 
area. Several individuals posed 
questions of NRCS’ role in imple-

menting practices and cost-share 
ratio. Field day activities ended 
with a fantastic meal prepared 
by Equllia, which included pulled 
pork, hot dogs, bake beans, po-
tatoes salad, red velvet cake and 
sodas. WCSHC members, friends, 
supporters, and service providers 
applauds the Miller’s Family for 
enjoyable field day experience. 
(Weather conditions perfect-
temperature 80 degrees and 
over-cast clouds). 

CO-OP MEMBER RELEASES BOOK
“The Calling” “The Realities of the Gospel Ministry”
A Story of a Pastor’s Heart
Ministering God’s Word brings vast 
blessings yet any pastor will tell you it 
also presents unique challenges. Author 
George A. Miller, a pastor himself for over 
twenty years, speaks frankly and humbly 
about both. He discusses:

• The minister’s scriptural charge to prayer 
and how it precedes all other duties.
• Overcoming self-doubt and other 
emotional challenges of ministry.
• Dealing biblically and compassionately 

with disgruntled parishioners.
• Enduring times when God seems to be 
silent.
• Clarity and understanding regarding the 
dynamics of the ministry.

A handbook for finding true, God-
centered success, this well-written, 
heartfelt book’s practical and spiritual 
advice is a must have for pastors and lay 
laborers alike.

Order Information: You may obtain a copy 
of the above book by going to 
www.winepressbooks.com, and enter 
“The Calling” in the upper right hand 
corner of the page. 

The book can be ordered and shipped to 
your address within five days. 

I can be reached via cell phone at 
662-694-0721.
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Saving Rural America 
and Youth Conference

Continuity, planning 
and strategizing cre-
ates a winning formu-

la for Winston County Self Help 
Cooperative’s 2nd Saving Rural 
America and Youth Conference 
January 2 & 3, 2009 in Louisville, 
Ms-Louisville Coliseum. The 
2009 conference will thrive on 
bringing families together to 
save rural communities and sus-
tain future generation of farm-
ers. WCSHC Youth Conference 

will convene on Friday 1:00pm 
with an ambitious agenda of 
disseminating pertinent infor-
mation to identify careers in 
agriculture. Jean Harper youth 
director and Dennis Murray of 
YDACBINC will facilitate youth 
conference activities. Other 
tentative activities on Friday 
include a tour of historic sites, 
leadership capacity workshop, 
storytelling, fashion show, gos-
pel inspiration and screening 

of WCSHC’s 2008 work activi-
ties. Saturday’s session will start 
promptly 7:00am with a variety 
of workshops…cattle manage-
ment, tips on purchase land, 
USDA programs, agro-tourism, 
identifying natural resources 
opportunities and growing a 
home based business. Please 
wear casual and warm clothes. 
Register today online www.
wcshc.com. Hotels located two 
miles from coliseum.

Saving Rural 
America and 

Youth Conference
For registration information, 

visit our website

 www.wcshc.com
Hotels are two miles from 

coliseum.                                                                                   

Hotels
Lake Tiak-O’ Khata Resort

213 Smyth Lake Road

888-845-6151 or 662-773-7853

Best Western-Red Hills
Hwy 15-25 Bypass At Hwy 14

662-773-3547

Day s Inn 
851 Metts Street

662-773-4405
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