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Winston County Self Help Cooperative is on a mission to help save rural America.

Summer | First Edition

The Winston County Self Help Cooperative
commitment and passion creates economic
opportunities for small farmers and
landowners through it outreach efforts to
impact life in east central Mississippi. “We
are on a mission to help save rural America
according to founding co-op member Omerio
Dotson by promoting good stewardship
practices. We have served over 700 individuals
in the first five months of 2009 on a meager
budget. We are providing quality leadership
in times of uncertainties to help our members
and the community at large to maintain a

good quality of life. We started our calendar
year on December 27, 2008 which created
momentum towards our Saving Rural America
and Youth Conference held on January 2
& 3, 2009 in Louisville, Ms. Readers, we are
ready with fire in our bellies to help other
individuals connect with service providers
and become ample managers of their natural
resources. Our organization is guided with
a strategic plan designed with short and
long-term goals. We are encouraging USDA,
extension, foundations and other non-profit
organizations to work collectively to provide

needy services in a timely manner. Together,
we can make a positive difference as team
members. Remember, “If you don't know
where you are going then any road will lead
there”.

WCSHCYouth Group conducted morethan
40 activities which included removing litter,
relay for life, bible bowl, kids in the kitchen,
planting garden and other civic activities.
WCSHC Youth Group served more than 350
youths in the first five months of 2009. The
youth group timeline will be published in the
upcoming youth newsletter.

Save this Date: January 8 &9,2010

WCSHC is developing plans for their 3rd Saving Rural America and Youth
Conference scheduled for January 8 & 9, 2010 at the Louisville coliseum in

LOOK INSIDE

Louisville, Ms. We will post more information at wcshc.com starting in July.

This is a family affair and makes plans to bring your entire family to this ho-

listic event.

JUNE 2009 CANDID SHOTS.....

Winston County Self Help Cooperative Timeline of Events (January-May 2009).2
FSA COUNTY COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS START JUNE 15....cccciiniiiniininnssnnnnnnid

For more information contact Frank Taylor @ 601-291-2704 | e-mail address: fltaylor@bellsouth.net
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Winston County Self Help Cooperative Timeline

LA

WCSHC conducted it

2009 kick-off meeting
with 37 individuals in
attendant.

Frank Taylor-WCSHC
Team Leader served

as keynote speaker for
Operation Spring Plant
Annual Meeting in Ra-
leigh, North Carolina.

Conducted 4th pass
on ceremony. Heifer
International funded
(WCSHQ) in 2002.
Presently 27 families
received cattle through
this self-help program.

December 29, 2008
January 9, 2009
January 22, 2009
February 5, 2009

presented.

DECEMBER 2008

Sponsored a Home-
buyers’ workshop

with 57 participants.
Local banks, Mississippi
Home Corporation,
mortgage brokers

and extension service
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Conducted 8

days for adults.

February-March 2009

computer training
classes on Satur-

Member partici-
pated in Missis-
sippi Association
of Cooperative
Annual Meeting in
Hattiesburg, Ms.

March 20 & 21, 2009

Sponsored an out-
reach meeting with
Rural Development
and non-profit
organizations to
share information
on current issues
affecting life in
rural communities.
Seventy individuals
participated from 4
counties.

April 6, 2009

April 12,2009

of Events (January-May 2009)

Twelve members embarked on an economic tour of Breckenridge
Vineyard (Clark Co.) and Chester Bradley’s Cattle Farm (Jasper Co). This
tour offered an opportunity for hands-on experiences with experts
in managing an orchard. Several members are considering invest-

ing in vine fruits and berries. Chester Bradley, highly regarded cattle
farm imparted knowledge on producing quality heifers. Chester, also
participates in tri-counties bull program to improve genetics and sale
in bulk to command a higher price. Chester encouraged members to
partake in USDA programs, cattleman association and extension ser-
vice to obtain current market and health information. Wayne County
Extension Director Allen McReynolds organized and directed tour.

Sponsored an outreach meeting
with 40 participants. Mississippi
State Extension personnel dis-
seminated pertinent informa-
tion on beef cattle management
and nutrition. The local health
department nurse warned par-
ticipants of flu like symptoms
and to avoid closed areas with
large groups of people.

Three members participated

in The Southern Sustainable
Agriculture Working Group An-
nual Meeting in Chattanooga,
Tennessee.

Saving Rural America and
Youth Conference brought
together 370 participants
from 8 states. This event
allowed individuals to
develop relationships
with service providers and
establish a network of
support.

January 2 & 3, 2009
January 14, 2009

January 24 & 25, 2009

(Continue on Page 4)

Twelve members trav-
eled to the State Capitol
in Jackson, Ms to voice
their support for several
impending bills.

February 17,2009
March 5, 2009

Held an outreach meeting
with 32 individuals present.
This event focused on Farm
Service Agency’s loans and
Rural Development’s housing
applications. WCSHC granted
lifetime memberships to
founding members Mary Han-
nah, Bobby Hardin, Omerio
and Dee Dotson.

March 30-April 1, 2009

Thirteen members from
WCSHC participated in
Alcorn State University’s
Small Farmers Confer-
ence. WCSHC Team leader
delivered luncheon ad-
dress on April 1st.

April 9, 2009

Ten members traveled to
The National Civil Rights
Museum in Memphis,
Tennessee.

WCSHC Team Leader
presented during the
Community Based
Land Development
Consortium’s Natural
Resources and Leader-
ship Conference in
Columbiana, Ala.

April 15 & 16 2009

Hosted Mid-Delta Communities Farms Incorporation
(MDCFI) based in the Mississippi Delta (Tallahatchie and
Quitman Counties). This non-profit organization consists

May 16, 2009

of farmers, landowners and youth. MDCFI toured WCSHC
youth garden, Dee &0merio Dotson’s Farm, and engaged
in a leadership development seminar. Team Leader, Jerome
Little stated, “We are building our organization on Winston
County Self Help Cooperative’s principles of outreach and
connecting with the community at large. Today’s visit
allowed our members an opportunity to gain an in-depth
experience and develop a mentoring system”. MDCFI visit
concluded with a firm commitment to purchase 4 heifers
from the Dotson’s farm. Thirty-one individuals participated.

May 12, 2009

Five members traveled to the alter-
native plants facility in New Hebron,
Ms. This tour focused on learning
the ins-out of raising shiitake mush-
rooms, switch grass and plants to
produce alternative fuels.

WCSHC Team Leader presented at

the Woodland Owners Networks

Sponsored a Native Plant Workshop
with Dr. Jeanne Jones from Missis-

April 28 & 29, 2009

Symposium in Minneapolis, Min on
bridging gaps in delivery of services
to the underserved and un-served
landowners. (April 30-May 3)
participated in The National Wildlife
Federation Annual Meeting held in
Pittsburgh, Pa.

April 17,2009

sippi State University facilitated and
directed activities. She identified
native plants and forest related
items with potential commer-

cial value through a tour on the
Noxubee Wildlife Refuge located in
Winston, Oktibbeha, and Noxubee
Counties. Twenty-three individuals
participated.
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May 19, 2009

Spring Cattle Field Day held at WCSHC's farm. Mississippi
State University’s College of Veterinary Medicine Person-
nel, Vet students and Winston County Extension personnel
disseminated herd health information. Several animals were
palpated and vaccinated for various diseases. Third year
veterinary students delivered an informal session on careers
in veterinary medicine and encouraged youth members to
cultivate good study habits. Seventy-seven individuals from
5 surrounding counties participated. The WCSHC extends
thanks to Dr. David Christiansen B.S., D.V.M and third year
veterinary medicine students.

January-May, 2009

Spring Fling Day &ewin™
ke - T

WCSHC published 8 newsletters.

MAY 2009 (WCSHC Timeline, Continued from Page 3)

FSA COUNTY COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS START JUNE 15

By Latrice Hill, Farm Service Agency Public Relations & Outreach Specialist

(Jackson, MS) June 8, 2009 - R.M. Carnegie, Acting State
Executive Director for USDA’s Farm Service Agency in Mississippi
today announced farmer and rancher candidate nominations
begin June 15 for local Farm Service Agency (FSA) county
committees. The nomination period continues through Aug. 3,
2009. Elections take place this fall.

“I encourage all producers to participate in the county
committee election process by nominating candidates by the
August 3rd deadline,” said Carnegie. “We are counting on as
much participation as possible, because county committees are
an important link between the farm community and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. We have seen a trend in recent years
of increased nominations of minority and women producers and
we hope that will continue.”

In order to be eligible to serve on an FSA county committee, a
person must participate or cooperate in a program administered
by FSA, be eligible to vote in a county committee election and
reside in the local administrative area in which the person is a
candidate.

Producers may also nominate themselves, and organizations
representing minority and women may also nominate candidates.
To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign form FSA-
669A. The form and other valuable information about FSA county
committee elections are available online at: http://www.fsa.usda.
gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce.

Nomination forms for the 2009 election must be postmarked
or received in the local USDA Service Center by close of business
on Aug. 3, 2009.

FSA county committee members make decisions on disaster
and conservation programs, emergency programs, commodity
price support loan programs and other important agricultural
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Latrice Hill, Farm Service Agency Public Relations & Outreach Specialist

issues. Members serve three-year terms. Nationwide, there are
more than 7,800 farmers and ranchers serving on FSA county
committees. Committees consist of three to five members who
are elected by eligible local producers.

FSA will mail ballots to producers beginning Nov. 6th. The
voted ballots are due back to the local county office either via
mail or in person by Dec. 7, 2009.

Newly elected committee members and alternates take office
Jan. 1, 2010.

WINSTON COUNTY SELF

HELP COOPERATIVE

SAVING RURAL AMERICA

Announcements

Save this date January 8 & 9, 2010.
WCSHC is developing plans for their
3rd Saving Rural America and Youth
Conference at the Louisville Coliseum in
Louisville, Ms.

WCSHC Youth Forestry Workshop June
29, 9:00am at Pleasant Ridge Church in
Noxapater, Ms.

WCSHC Youth Forestry Workshop June
29, 9:00am Mt.Sinai Church in Louisville,
Ms

WCSHC regular business session
Monday June 29, 3:50pm at extension
office in Louisville.

WCSHC outreach meeting Monday
June 29, 4:30pm at Extension Office in
Louisville. For more information contact
Frank Taylor 601-291-2704

WCSHC OFFICERS

Frank Taylor
President
fltaylor@bellsouth.net
601-291-2704

Hubert Nicholson
Vice President
hubertnicholson@bellsouth.net
662-736-0497

Dorothy Harper
Youth Director
jeanh29@bellsouth.net
662-312-8004

Omerio Dotson
Treasurer

Carol Williams
Secretary

Gloria Moore
Finance Secretary

Co-op mailing address:
P O Box 23813
Jackson, MS 39225
Phone: 601-291-2704
E-mail fltaylor@bellsouth.net
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