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Frank Taylor and WCSHC Recognized

By Joseph McCain, Winston County Journal

inston County Self Help Coop-
erative and Frank Taylor who
helped establish the group

have earned numerous awards over the
last six years. This year caps those awards
with a lifetime achievement award for
Taylor from Heifer International. Heifer
International provided a grant to Winston
County Self Help Cooperative in 2002 to
kick start the group’s efforts to “Save Ru-
ral America”. With the grant, WCSHC under
Taylor’s leadership purchased 40 heifers to
share among its members and to

begin growing a self-sustain-
ing and community involved
farming group. “He has ex-
celled and went above and
beyond with the WCSHC,”
said Roger Jones, Heifer
International South Cen-
tral Project Leader. “This

is our way of showing our
appreciation for his ef-
forts to save rural Amer-
ica and he deserves it
Taylor not only fulfilled
Heifer International’s goal
of “sharing the gift or
passing on the offspring
of the heifers supplied by
the organization’s grants
but has developed numer-
ous programs in the com-
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(Right) Taylor receives lifetime
achievement award.

munity and introduced seminars to help
cooperative members grow a business,
handle home ownership, care for their
farms and much more. “WCSHC started
the project with seed money from Heifer
International bu t under Frank they took
it to another level of success for a local
project,” said Jones.”He has helped change
lives in Rural America and that is what
Heifer International is about,” added Jones.

Jones also noted Taylor worked to get
WCSHC working with young peo-
ple and building their interest in
farming. Through the WCSHC, a
Future 4-H Generations Club
developed and maintainsa
garden in the city of Lou-

isville and has earned
numerous awards
under the tutelage
of Jean Harper. It is
the projects and the
growth of the program
that earned Taylor the
awardalongwithhiswork
with Heifer International.
“Frank has participated
in several programs and
served as a guest speaker
to promote Rural America,”
said Jones. “He does it with
a passion.”Jones added that
the WCSHC has grown from
15 to over 45 families under

e

LOOK

Taylor’s guidance. Taylor is the third recipi-
ent of the Life Time Achievement Award

“I'd like to acknowledge the coopera-
tive members for the fantastic job they're
doing,” Taylor continued. “They are the
ones that make it work. And I'd like to
ask the community to join us, and help
us in our efforts to save Winston County.”
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Saving Rural America:

he Wallaces originally
Tlived in Baton Rouge, La
and after a life-chang-

ing incident... moved to Zach-
ary. The Wallaces purchased a
15 acres farm located approxi-
mately 20 miles north of Baton
Rouge in a rural agricultural
section of East Baton Rouge Par-
ish...Chaneyville. The farm con-
sists of a barn, pond, and several
fenced-in pastures. The property
runs close to the Comite River.
Robert dreamed of raising ani-
mals, however, with no farming
experience, Robert joined Com-
munity Cattle Enterprise, Inc,
to gain information and knowl-
edge. Matthew Moore organized
Community Cattle Enterprise
(CCE) in 1988. Moore’s vision of
helping local farmers came to
fruition with persistence work.
Moore’s vision created an orga-
nization, which gained national
recognition support from Heifer
Project International and USDA.

Membership with CCE al-
lowed Robert to minimize mis-
takes by learning from experi-
ence cattle farmers. Additionally,
Robert attended conferences,
watched videos, asked questions
and participated in local farm
organizations. Through patient,
Wallace received five bred heif-
ers through CCE’s Heifer Project
and purchased five bred heifers.
After undertaking this endeavor,
Robert continued to work a 12-
hour shift at Exxon Mobil Re-
finery. On days off, he tended
cattle, repaired fences, built wa-
ter lines, and hauled feed. Ad-
ditionally, the Wallaces traveled
around Louisiana, visited other
farms and gathered information
to benefit CCE members and
supporters. The Wallaces par-
ticipated in trainings sponsored
by Heifer International. Emily
King, HPI's Louisiana Field Coor-
dinator, provided trainings with
support from Southern Univer-
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Wallaces’ Family Farm

sity, Louisiana State University,
Louisiana Cooperative Associa-
tion and other groups. In 2005,
CCE membership elected Rob-
ert Wallace as president. Wal-
lace successfully incorporated
CCE as a nonprofit organization
and attracted sizable donations
from individuals and compa-
nies from the Baton Rouge area.
Under Wallace’s presidency, the
youth program organized, with
support from Earl Jones, Bruce
Langley and Clifton Pearson.The
youth program operates inde-
pendently of CCE. Youth mem-
bers receive educational and
hands-on husbandly trainings
with small animals on Saturdays.
Several youth members placed
in local livestock competition.
Robert’s leadership capacity cre-
ated a historical pass-on with
Four Rivers Livestock and St. Hel-
ena Company’s Heifer Projects.
CCE holds its monthly meetings
on the first Wednesday, exceptin

December. The year-end meet-
ing involves a dinner for spouses
and guest. In addition, the mem-
bership elects officers and dis-
cuss next year’s activities. CCE
membership increased by ten
percent under Robert’s leader-
ship...CCE members hails from
Zachary, Baker, Baton Rouge,
Kentwood, Amite and Folsom
Parishes. Robert serves as vice
president of Louisiana Brangus
Association. The Wallaces at-
tends the Church of the Burn-
ing Fire in Zachary and serves
in several leadership capacities.

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace

WCSHC Founding Members Dee and Omerio Dotson

Mr. Dee Dotson and Mrs. Omerio Dotson

3. Dotson'’s Garden

4. Dotson’s Garden
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“WCSHC’s Eighth Business Session
and Out-Reach Meeting”

CSHC members convened
on June 2, at Winston Coun-
ty Extension Office for an

educational meeting focused on build-
ing relationships with service providers
and reducing poverty in rural communi-
ties. The eighth business session started
promptly 3:50pm with prayers by Elege-
ne Nunn and Leon Goss with more than
25 members in attendance. Previous
minutes read with no changes and adop-
tion by membership. Topics discussed,
tiller, donation, supplement feed and
other important issues. Out-Reach meet-
ing started promptly 4:20pm with Gloria
Moore extending welcome. Brenda Miles,
Winston County Tax Collector and Asses-
sor gave an informative presentation
on homestead exemption, school taxes,
millage rate, delinquent taxes and map-
ping county’s resources. Mike skipper
County Extension Director highlighted
reducing electric bill by implementing
cost-cutting strategies such as weather-
ization and tinting windows.

Youth/Young
Male Summit

Reaching Young Males And “Making
them Our Priority” August 15-16, at
Mt.Moriah Baptist Church. For more
information contact Jean Harper
662-312-8004 or Dennis S. Murray Sr
678-482-2212.

Upcoming
Stories:

“48 hours with Winston County Self
Help Cooperative Membership”

Robert Robinson
“ A Dying Breed”

Mike Skipper, County Extension Director
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Candid Shots from WCSHC’s June Meeting






