
Winston County Self 
Help Cooperative 
members and sup-

porters traveled to Memphis, 
Tenn. on April 4th, to visit the 
National Civil Rights Museum 
and participated in the com-
memorate the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Rev. 
Jack Miller stated this is a fan-
tastic opportunity to remember 
our past and celebrate our mile-
stones of achievements while 
build a stronger country and 
prepare the next generation of 
leaders.  Robin Matthews, trip 
organizer said, “The co-op will 
plan other educational events 
focused on the Arts and Science. 
We are working with a fervent 
commitment to help save rural 
America.

Members Visits Civil Rights Museum
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Dr. MacAfee presented WCSHC’s Team Leader Frank Taylor with a plaque during the Luncheon.

FIRE IN MY BELLY
Fire in my Belly was 

one of this year’s lun-
cheon messages at the 

2009 Alcorn Small Farmers and 
Women in Business conference 
in Jackson, Mississippi. Our very 
own Mr. Frank Taylor of the Win-
ston County Self Help Coopera-
tive was the luncheon speaker 
to get the attendees fired up as 
the conference came to a close. 
Mr. Taylor encourages the par-
ticipants to take the information 
learned back to their prospec-
tive communities and share with 
those not able to attend. We are 
all in this thing together, “Mr. 
Taylor stated”. Mr. Taylor has al-
ways been an advocate for sav-
ing Rural America by arming it’s 
citizens with tools, skills, educa-
tion, opportunities and aware-
ness, in order to put them in a 
better position to make sound 
management decisions about 
their agricultural enterprise as 
well as their personal lives.

This conference has been 
a part of the educational out-
reach efforts to the citizens of 
Mississippi for 18 years. It has 
provided technical assistance 
and education to farmers, coop-
eratives, youths and community 
organizations during that time 
period. The conference focused 
on assisting participants in cre-
atively starting new enterprises 
or enhancing agricultural en-
deavors while gaining a wealth 
of knowledge through new mar-
keting strategies and business 

opportunities. This year’s confer-
ence totaled over three hundred 
and thirty five small farmers and 
women in business and youths, 
with representation from eight 
states, with Winston County ty-
ing with Hinds County as having 
the highest county represented.

The conference had several 
other very informative speakers 
from a variety of agencies such 
as the Advisor to the United 
State Secretary of Agriculture, 
Promise Land Organic Farm, 
Chairman of Agriculture Com-

mittee, Mississippi State Legis-
lature, Mississippi Agricultural 
Mediation Program, USDA Farm 
Service Agency, Natural Re-
source Conservation Services 
and Rural Development and 
many more outstanding lectur-
ers from around the country. 

One of this year features 
was a section focused on Agri-
cultural careers for youths that 
were brought in from the sur-
rounding Hinds County school 
system. The workshop provided 
the youth with the types and 

requirements in obtaining the 
massive number of careers that 
they may not have any idea that 
can be found in the agricultural 
arena. Also, financial resource 
that is available to youth that 
may have a desire to start a 
small farming enterprise as early 
as ten years of age. 

One word to describe this 
year’s conference is WOW! And 
next year’s conference will be 
taken up a notch, stated by the 
Extension Administrator Dr. Dal-
ton McAfee, so get ready.



By Jerry Pennick
Director Land Assistance Fund of 
the Federation of Southern Coop-
eratives/Land Assistance Fund
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(Center) Helen Fields is the second member of the FCS/LAF to earn this honor.

Helen Fields Graduates

Helen Fields of John’s 
Island South Caril-
lon graduated from 

the Small Farmer Agriculture 
Leadership Institute on March 
27, 2009. She is the second 
member of the Federation of 
Southern Cooperatives/Land 
assistance Fund to earn this 
honor. Frank Taylor a member 
of the Winston County Self 
Help Cooperative is a 2007 
graduate. The Institute be-
gan in 2005 and is an 1890’s 
initiative. It provides Socially 
Disadvantaged Farmers with 
the training, information and 
experience necessary to help 
them become not only better 
producers but also effective 
leaders in their communities. 
The 2009 graduation ceremo-
nies were held at the United 
States Department of Agricul-
ture where Agriculture Secre-
tary Thomas Vilas spoke. He 
gave a ringing endorsement 
of the Institute and spoke of 

the need to have a diverse 
agriculture system with small 
farmers playing a major role. 
Helen Fields and her husband 
Joseph are third generation 
farmers who farm seventy 
acres of assorted fruits and 
vegetables. Fifty-eight of 
those acres are certified or-
ganic. Like their production, 
the Field‘s marketing is di-
versified. They sell high qual-
ity produce to several farm-
ers markets, restaurants and 
commercial markets such as 
Whole Foods. They are innova-
tive in their approach and are 
always searching for ways to 
improve their operation. Hel-
en has traveled internation-
ally to learn from and share 
with small farmers. The Field’s 
farm is becoming well known 
throughout the southeast 
and serves as a teaching tool 
for new and emerging farm-
ers especially women. Helen 
is chairperson of the Sea Is-
land Farmers Cooperative and 
a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Federation of 
Southern Cooperatives /Land 
Assistance Fund.

Helen Fields’ closest supporters helped to celebrate one of her major milestones.

Helen Fields is from John’s Island South Carillon

CONGRATULATIONS FROM WINSTON 
COUNTY SELF HELP COOPERATIVE
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Winston County Self Help Cooperative members gathered for their fifth business session of 2009.

WCSHC’s Fifth Business Session of 2009

WCSHC membership convened 
on April 6, 2009 with 70 in-
dividuals present.  Meeting 

started promptly at 3:50 pm with prayer 
by Leon Goss.  Previous minutes read-no 
changes.  The co-op welcomed the fol-
lowing individuals and organizations. 
Kim Crisler, and Daisy Garrett from the 
Mississippi Association of Cooperatives, 
Five members of Attala County Self Help 
Cooperative from Sallis, Ms and Kenneth 
Randle, from USDA-Rural Development.  
The opening remarks were made by Lou-
isville’s Mayor, Moe Yarbrough and Linda 
Skelton, Louisville’s Chamber of Com-
merce.   “We are planning to open a local 
farmers’ market this spring,” according 

to Linda Skelton.  We need support from 
WCSHC members to create a successful 
farmers’ market and we are encouraging 
members to sign-up as producers.  May-
or Yarbrough indicated the city of Lou-
isville received a housing grant to assist 
families in purchasing homes.  The city 
will sponsor a public hearing to disperse 
more details.  Daisy Garrett of Mississippi 
Association of Cooperatives spotlighted 
MAC’s Annual Meeting and Alcorn State 
University’s Small Farmers Conference.  
Rev. Willie Matthews stressed the confer-
ence provided great information in help-
ing small farmers obtain program services 
from USDA.  Thomas Coleman encour-
aged participants to start planting peas 

ASAP to achieve maximum market value 
and plant quality seeds. Kenneth Randle 
and Don Thames gave an update from 
Rural Development on various grants and 
service offered through this agency. Nan-
cy Woodruff brought members current 
on pre-proposal submitted to the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation.  Nancy agreed 
to chair the seed bank committee.  Jean 
Harper reported on youth activities oc-
curred in March, Mothers and Daughters’ 
Conference, garden preparations, Bible 
Bowl, Kids in the Kitchen and other civic 
activities. The meeting concluded with a 
fantastic catfish dinner prepared by Roy 
Eichelberger, Shirley Coleman, Mattie 
Headd and Denisha Gladney.
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Business session participants

(Left) WCSHC Team Leader Frank Taylor and the Small 
Farmer Agricultural Leadership Institute

(2 from left) WCSHC Team Leader Frank Taylor and 
the Small Farmer Agricultural Leadership Institute

Youth Group member soaking in the information

WCSHC Youth Group members hanging out at the 
fifth business session

Food being prepared for the participants of the fifth 
business session of 2009

Joan Burke Bishop, Frank Taylor, and Omerio Dotson Helen Fields graduation was held at the United 
States Department of Agriculture in Washington, D.C.

WCSHC Youth Director Jean Harper Food being prepared for the participants of the fifth 
business session of 2009

WCSHC Youth Group members attended the busi-
ness session

Helen Fields posing beside a portrait of U.S. President 
Barack Obama


